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2020 will forever be associated with major changes to 
everything in our lives. Some of these changes have certainly 
been challenging and others present opportunity. Our first 
priority is to our health and safety as we navigate life through 
a global pandemic.

For me, 2020 will also mark the honour of taking on the 
role of President of OAGEE. Our organization is also going 
through major changes which present challenges and 
opportunities. The future of this organization also deserves 
recognition of those who guided it in previous years.

I would like to thank our outgoing President  Ewan Geddes 
for his years of commitment and work to ensure Ontario 
teachers continue to be supported in their implementation 
of Geographic and Environmental Education. We all wish 
Ewan the best moving forward as he pursues other passions.

OAGEE has successfully implemented in the past month 
or so, some significant changes. The first major change was 
the successful Fall 2020 Virtual Fall Conference. Despite a 
pandemic, Saturday Oct. 17/20 was a significant accomplish-
ment for us as many teachers joined us online and participated 
in a variety of fabulous workshops. Thanks to all those who 
participated and also to our awesome Conference Team that 
made this happen - Paul Hackl, Ling Wong, Shawn Hughes 
and Claude Tremblant Brun del Re.

Secondly, the adoption of our new OAGEE Organizational 
Structure at our AGM held virtually Saturday October 17/20. 
Our new structure will strengthen OAGEE’s focus on four 
key areas: Communication, Conferences, Curriculum and 
Advancement (Outreach). You can view the revised structure 
and the councillors that belong to the four key areas on page 
31 of this, and future issues, of The Monograph.

The next few months will continue to be challenging for 
us all. One thing that has become increasingly relevant to 
our world is a grounding in an understanding of our world 
that results from a strong geographic education. In the Aug 
31, 2020 issue of Forbes Magazine, the following article sup-
ports the work that we do as Geography educators; namely 
“Why Geography Should Be Part Of Every 21st Century 
Education.”

I wish you all health and happiness as we and OAGEE 
moves forward in this time of significant change. At this 
point, I think it is worth revisiting our official Mission/
Goals.OAGEE/AEGO (formerly the Ontario Geography 
Teachers’ Association - OGTA) was established in 1948. It is 
registered as an incorporated non-profit organization within 
the province of Ontario.

Mission: Encouraging excellence in geographic and envi-
ronmental education through leadership and 
service

Vision:  To be the leading voice in the advancement of 
geographic and environmental education in 
Ontario

Values: Accountability, excellence, inclusiveness, innova-
tion, integrity, respect, responsibility, teamwork.

The Goals of OAGEE are:

 • to stimulate and improve the teaching of Geography 
in Ontario,

 • to co-ordinate the activities of its members, and

 • to disseminate information related to Geography 
teaching to its members.

To achieve these Goals, the association has three strategic 
directions:

 • to provide professional learning opportunities and 
resources for educators;

 • to advocate for excellence in the development and 
implementation of the Ontario Canadian and World 
Studies and Social Studies: History and Geography 
Grades 7 and 8 curriculum documents;

 • to recruit and retain a large, diverse membership, and 
to develop and maintain relationships with partners.

 Take care, Anne Mansfield
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