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It seems almost trite to call COVID-19 an unprecedented 
event. As we’ve watched infection and death rates climb, we 
are reminded that a crisis of this magnitude is something 
our generation has never seen. We’ve become somewhat 
used to life in a pandemic, wherein staying safe at home is 
encouraged wherever possible, so that life can come back to 
“normal” as soon as possible. But I can’t help but wonder: 
should things return to normal, or is this an opportunity 
to imagine a new way of living?

As many people have taken to heart the medical commu-
nity’s orders to shelter in place, consumerism has dropped 
tremendously across the board. This reduction in consump-
tion beyond the necessities globally has resulted in a bounce-
back of sorts by Mother Nature with pollution around the 
world dropping for the first time in decades. In the Indian 
capital of New Delhi, pollution has dropped by 60%, reports 
CNN’s Helen Regan. Her colleague, Sara Spary, also reports 
that waterways in Venice, Italy, are clearing as people leave 
their motor boats moored. As the planet seems to recover as 
we consume less and travel less the world over, I am reminded 
of the excellent Michael Moore-backed documentary, Planet 
of the Humans, which reveals the destructive impacts of 
ballooning populations, technological advancements, and 
production on our environment. We are watching Paul 
Erlich’s IPAT formula -- Environmental Impact = Population 
size + Technology levels + Affluence -- in action.

Along this same vein is a beautifully wrought untitled 
poem by Rt. Hon. Jacinda Ardern, whose leadership as New 
Zealand’s prime minister has been second to none. She, 
too, wonders if the evidence of environmental healing we 
are seeing now will be sustained, if populations will make 
lasting lifestyle changes post-pandemic:

Rest now, e Papatuhownuku (Mother Earth)

Breathe easy and settle

Right here where you are

We’ll not move upon you

For awhile

We’ll stop, we’ll cease

We’ll slow down and stay home

Draw each other close and be kind

Kinder than we’ve ever been.

I wish we could say

we were doing it for you

as much as ourselves

But hei aha

We’re doing it anyway

It’s right. It’s time.

Time to return

Time to remember

Time to listen and forgive

Time to withhold judgment

Time to cry

Time to think

About others

Remove our shoes

Press hands to soil

Sift grains between fingers

Gentle palms

Time to plant

Time to wait

Time to notice

To whom we belong

For now it’s just you

And the wind

And the forests and the oceans

and the sky full of rain

Finally, it’s raining!

Ka turuturu te wai kamo o Rangi ki runga i a koe

(Maori phrase meaning - “tears from the eyes of Ranginui drip 
down on you”

Ranginui is our sky father,

https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/31/asia/coronavirus-lockdown-impact-pollution-india-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/31/asia/coronavirus-lockdown-impact-pollution-india-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zk11vI-7czE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zk11vI-7czE
https://www.e-education.psu.edu/geog30/node/328
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it is common to refer to rain as

the tears of Rangi for his beloved,

from whom he was separated

at the beginning of time

in order that there could be light in the world).

Embrace it

This sacrifice of solitude we have carved out for you

He iti noaiho - a small offering which is a treasure

People always said it wasn’t possible

To ground flights and stay home

and stop our habits of consumption

But it was

It always was.

We were just afraid of how much it was going to hurt

- and it IS hurting and it will hurt and continue to hurt

But not as much as you have been hurt.

So be still now

Wrap your hills around our absence

Loosen the concrete belt

cinched tight at your waist

- Rest.

- Breathe.

- Recover.

- Heal

And we will do the same.

At this moment I would like to thank ALL the OAGEE vol-
unteers for helping support the launch of our new website by 
filling it with all sorts of resources for teachers everywhere to 
access. Without the work of these volunteers, OAGEE would 
not be able to support Geography teachers everywhere, so 
thank you, everyone, for finding time to give of yourselves 
in these strange days.

For those of you who have engaged with OAGEE from a 
bit more of a distance, I would strongly suggest you think 
about becoming members to take full advantage of upcoming 
events such as the OAGEE Fall Conference. Of course, the 
2020 Fall Conference will be a little different as we will be 
most likely adopting a virtual model to maintain everyone’s 
safety. Despite the shift in format, OAGEE will maintain its 
standard of providing some of the very best geography PD 
in the province. OAGEE members will also have access to 
all conference materials as they are published to the website 
after the conference.

For those of you looking to share resources that have 
been working for you, please feel free to drop off lesson and 
activity ideas on our website at oagee.org. As well, if you’re 
finding yourself at a stuck point, please let OAGEE know -- if 
there is something specific you would like to see developed 
or have a need for a particular kind of resource, OAGEE’s 
volunteers will do their best to support you.

Stay safe out there. Don’t let the sunshine and warmth 
trick us into thinking 2 metres is shorter than it is. 

Wishing you well,

Ewan Geddes

The Monograph needs you!

…or more specifically, it needs 
your articles, lesson plans, ideas, 

book or media reviews, geo travel
destinations, websites with new or 

exciting classroom resources…

Send your submission to the Editor and help to ensure 
The Monograph continues its tradition of sharing 
resources to maintain a strong and important place for 
Geography in the Ontario curriculum.

If you need help preparing your submission, contact 
the Editor by email or phone:

Gary Birchall
Email: gbirch@cogeco.ca
Phone  (905) 304-6534


