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D2. Immigration Trends:  Analyse 
recent immigration trends in 
Canada. 
 

Canada’s population is 
becoming more culturally 
diverse in response to both 
national and global needs. 

Canada: Immigration Nation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Canada: Immigration Nation 
 

How World Demographics Are Changing 
 
Demography is the study of human populations.  Demographers study: 

 Population numbers: How many people are there? 

 Population distribution: What are the patterns of where people live, and why thy live there? 

 Population trends: How has the population changed over time? 

 Population issues: What problems arise related to the populations of an area? 
 
Most demographic information comes from the official census that many countries conduct every five 
or ten years.  Governments, businesses, industries, social organizations, and many other agencies use 
census information.  Information about population numbers, trends and issues can help people plan for 
the future.  For example, cities might use such information to plan for new hospitals, roads, and parks 
that will meet the needs of their future population. 
 

Populations grow by TWO FACTORS: 
 

1.  Natural increase – usually measured over a year’s time in a country – this measures the 
difference in the number of people born and the number of people who die  

 
 
 
 



Canada’s current NATURAL INCREASE rate is currently 2.7 persons per 1000 of the population.   
 

As a comparison, consider the natural increase rates of the following countries (source: knoema.com): 
 

North America 

 United States:  3.1 persons per 1000 of the population 

 Mexico:  1.19 persons per 1000 of the population 

 Nicaragua:  15.58 persons per 1000 of the population 

 Panama:  1.32 persons per 1000 of the population 

 Jamaica:  0.85 persons per 1000 of the population 

 Cuba:   1.18 persons per 1000 of the population 
 

South America 

 Colombia:  9.32 persons per 1000 of the population 

 Venezuela:  10.9 persons per 1000 of the population 

 Brazil:   0.9 persons per 1000 of the population 

 Argentina:  0.88 persons per 1000 of the population 

 Guyana:  12.51 persons per 1000 of the population 
 

Europe 

 Germany:   -1.86 persons per 1000 of the population 

 Russia:   -0.07 persons per 1000 of the population 

 France:   0.24 persons per 1000 of the population 

 Italy:   -2.97 persons per 1000 of the population 

 Sweden:  2.75 persons per 1000 of the population 

 Denmark:  0.97 persons per 1000 of the population 

 Ukraine:  -5.62 persons per 1000 of the population 
 

Asia 

 Hong Kong:  4.45 persons per 1000 of the population 

 Malaysia:  11.66 persons per 1000 of the population 

 Philippines:  14.67 persons per 1000 of the population 

 Iran:   13.94 persons per 1000 of the population 

 UAE:   0.70 persons per 1000 of the population 

 Saudi Arabia:  14.33 persons per 1000 of the population 

 India:   10.62 persons per 1000 of the population 

 Turkey:   0.93 persons per 1000 of the population 
 

Africa 

 Egypt:   20.96 persons per 1000 of the population 

 South Africa  11.07 persons per 1000 of the population 

 Ethiopia:  25.79 persons per 1000 of the population 

 Libya:   13.73 persons per 1000 of the population 

 Kenya:   23.28 persons per 1000 of the population 
 

Oceania 

 Australia:  10.82 persons per 1000 of the population 

 New Zealand:  5.59 persons per 1000 of the population 

 Fiji:   1.06 persons per 1000 of the population 

 Togo:   24.67 persons per 1000 of the population 

 
 

 



2. Net migration – usually measured over a year’s time in a country – this measures the difference 
in the number of people who immigrate into the country versus the number of people who 
emigrate out of the country  

 
 

Consider the following Statistics Canada graph (2011), that illustrates from 1851-2011 the 
observed annual average growth rate, and from 2011-2061 the projected growth rate. 
 
This graph looks at the 1.) Natural Increase as we learned above and 2.) the Net Migration we 
also learned that on the graph is labelled as “Migratory Increase”.   
 
The bar for Net Migration is stacked over the bar for Natural Increase.  Together, on the Y-axis 
(left side) they add up to Canada’s GROWTH RATE from the year 1851 to the year 2061. 
 

Growth Rate: is the rate at which the number of individuals in a population (such as a 
country) increases in a given time period (such as one year) 
 
 

Canada’s Population Growth Rate, 1851-2061 

 
 



 

Why do people immigrate, and how are immigration patterns changing? 
 
People often comment that Canada is a land of immigrants, because most Canadians are immigrants or 
descended from immigrants.  The first groups that migrated to Canada were the ancestors of today’s 
First Nations peoples and the Inuit.  These Aboriginal peoples are not considered immigrants, but are 
called the original peoples of North America.  They spread through all of North and South America.  
Significant numbers of European immigrants started coming in the sixteenth century, particularly the 
English, French, Portuguese and Spanish.  After 1619, the Atlantic slave trade brought Africans as well. 
 
After 1800, people came in high numbers for many reasons.  Some people came for land, which was 
made available by forcing First Nations peoples off their lands so that it could be given to European 
settlers.  Others came to get wealthy in the gold rush in Yukon, or to obtain freedom to practice their 
religions (like the Doukhobours, Mennonites and Jews), or to get a fresh start and better economic 
opportunities. 
 
Today, the world is a much different place for people who hope to be immigrants.  Many countries do 
not accept immigrants.  Most countries that do accept immigrants have conditions, such as age and 
employment skills.  Application processes may take years to complete.  Like universities, governments 
use eligibility criteria to determine who is best suited to enter. 
 

Factors Influencing Migration 
 
What causes people to risk everything to move to another country?  In general, people move to a 
different country for a variety of social, economic, political, or environmental reasons.  Family is often a 
major motivation – people will immigrate to improve the lives of the family and many people join 
family who are already living in the new country. 
 

Persecution and Conflict 
In many countries, people are denied their basic human rights.  Sometimes people are persecuted 
(treated cruelly or unfairly, such as threats to their life) because of their ethnicity, skin colour, religion, 
language or sexual orientation. 
 

Environmental Forces 
In some regions, people are being pushed to migrate (to move from one place to another) because of 
environmental changes – many of which are caused by climate change.  Natural disasters and the 
scarcity (short supply) of fresh water mean some regions of the world are no longer liveable. 
 

Seeking a Better Life 
Parents often move to seek a better life for their family, including better education and healthcare for 
their children.  Many migrants leave countries that have low levels of literacy and poor schools.  Parents 
and caregivers want their children to have the opportunity to be successful and to reach their potential.  
They hope for good jobs and a higher standard of living. 
 



 
Immigration Origins and Flows 
When people decide to move to another country, the greatest pull towards a country can 
be the connection that they feel to that particular country.  What may influence people to 
choose Canada?  They may ask, “Is the language the same?  Can I practice my religion 
without fear?  Are there people there like me?  Will I be accepted by the people who 
already live there?” 
 
Consider the following infographic which explains some push and pull factors in the 
decision to migrate (from Pinterest.com): 

 

 
 
Over time, the origins of immigrants (they places they immigrated from) to Canada have 
changed significantly from a European base to a more global one.  Consider the 
information and graphs from Statistics Canada on the following pages:  
 



In the past, immigrants mainly from European countries 

During the first few censuses after Confederation, the British Isles were the main source of 
immigration, accounting for 83.6% of the foreign-born population in the 1871 Census, or close 
to half a million people. Immigrants from the United States (10.9%), Germany (4.1%) and 
France (0.5%) were far behind. 

The population of immigrants born in European countries other than those of the British Isles 
started to increase in the late 1800s, slowly at first and then more rapidly, peaking in the 1970s. 
This transformation consisted of three major waves. 

The first wave began in the late 1800s and early 1900s, with the arrival of new groups of 
immigrants from Eastern Europe (Russians, Polish and Ukrainians), Western Europe and 
Scandinavia. 

A second immigration boom following World War II continued to favour immigration from the 
British Isles, but a significant number of immigrants also arrived from Western Europe 
(Germany and the Netherlands) and Southern Europe (Italy, Greece, Yugoslavia and Portugal) 
from the 1950s to the 1970s. At the time of the 1971 Census, 28.3% of immigrants were born in 
the United Kingdom and 51.4% were born in another European country. 

Lastly, Canada admitted immigrants from Eastern Europe (including the Russian Federation 
and former Soviet republics, Poland and Romania) in the 1980s and 1990s, following political 
changes in Communist bloc countries, including the fall of the Berlin Wall and the breakup of 
the Soviet Union. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



From the 1960s onwards, increasing diversity 

During the first 100 years after Confederation, Canada also admitted immigrants from Asia (primarily China 

and Japan) and other parts of the world. Starting in the 1960s, when major amendments were made to 

Canada's immigration legislation and regulations, the number of immigrants from Asia and other regions of 

the world started to grow. 

World events also led to the massive movement of refugees and migrants from different parts of the world to 

Canada. Examples include the arrival of 60,000 boat people from Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos in the late 

1970s; 85,000 immigrants from the Caribbean and Bermuda (for example, Jamaica, Haiti, and Trinidad and 

Tobago) in the 1980s; 225,000 immigrants from Hong Kong over the 10 years leading up to its return to 

China by the United Kingdom in 1997; and 800,000 immigrants from the People's Republic of China, India 

and the Philippines in the 2000s. 

According to the 2011 National Household Survey, Asia (including the Middle East) is now the main 

continent of origin of the immigrant population, although Africa's share has increased. As well, for the first 

time since Confederation, China and India (excluding the two special administrative regions, Hong Kong and 

Macao) have surpassed the United Kingdom as the country of birth most frequently reported by foreign-born 

people. 

 

 



Definitions 

Landed immigrant (or permanent resident): A person who has been granted the right to live permanently in 

Canada by immigration authorities, but who has not yet become a Canadian citizen through naturalization. 

Foreign-born population (also referred to as immigrant population): In censuses, persons who are or have 

been landed immigrants or permanent residents in Canada. The foreign-born population includes Canadian 

citizens through naturalization; however, it does not include non-permanent residents or Canadian citizens by 

birth who were born abroad. 

Non-permanent resident: A person in Canada who has a work or study permit, or who is a refugee claimant. 

Emigrant: A Canadian citizen or immigrant who has left Canada to settle permanently in another country. 

Place of birth: The name of the geographic location in which a person was born. The geographic location is 

specified according to the geographic boundaries current at the time of data collection, not the geographic 

boundaries at the time of birth. 

Source: Statistics Canada 
 
 
 

Reading adapted from: French, Lewis, et al.  Geography in Action: 
Inquiry and Issues from a Canadian Perspective. McGraw Hill, 2015. 

 

 
 
Follow-up Questions:   
 
All answers, unless otherwise indicated, are found in this reading. 
 

 
1. a. What is demographic information?   

b. Who uses demographic information and why? 
 

2. Compared to other countries of the world, do you think Canada’s natural increase is high, 
average, or low?  Defend your answer. 
 

3. a. Compare the natural increase rates (on page 2 of this reading) from just ONE continent.   
b. Do you notice any patterns or are the numbers for each country considerably different from 
one another?   
c. What does your conclusion say about natural increase from country-to-country? 
 

4.  a. Observe the graph with the title, “Canada’s Population Growth Rate, 1851-2061” on page 3 of 
this reading.  What has happened to the rate of population growth in recent years?   
b. Consider the factors that contribute to the growth rate when answering this question.   



5.  Why can Canada be considered an immigration nation? 
 

6. Conduct research and/or talk to family members, friends, or neighbours to find out about 
people’s experiences migrating to Canada.  Choose one of the narratives and explain what 
factors about Canada convinced that person (or those people) to choose Canada and what 
factors about their home country convinced them to leave that country?  You may answer in 
sentence form, or you may create a chart. 
 

7. What questions might you ask about the features of a new place before you decided to 
emigrate? 
 

8.  According to the reading, what major factors may influence the migration of people to Canada?  
List and describe each. 
 

9. Most immigrants settle in Canada’s major cities.  How might the increasing number of 
immigrants in major cities affect the small towns and rural areas close to those cities? 
 

10.  a. In the past, most immigrants came from Europe.  Where do most immigrants come from 
now?   
b. What may be three reasons for this change? 
 

 


