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Decision making activity: 
 
You are a UK drought mitigation expert working in the Sahel region of Africa. How would you 
spend a year’s money to combat the increase in desertification and drought?  
 
You have £5 million a year to spend. Make sure you give justifications as to how you would spend 
the money. 
 

Landscape contouring (terracing) 
 
Steep land is levelled off to ensure that surface 
runoff is kept to a minimum and to encourage 
infiltration of the water into the soil. 
 
£3.6million per year for 6 years. 

 
Bunds 
 
Reduce surface runoff so that ground can keep 
and retain moisture. 
 
FREE – although local residents need the 
education to be able to do this. 
 
Environmental education - £2.8million per 
year across the Sahel. 

 

Stone lines 
 
Collects water by allowing it to condense onto 
stones as they cool during the night. May also 
help minimise surface runoff. 
 
£500 per 200 people. 

 

Dams 
 
Stores water that can then be used for 
irrigation/other human use in times of lower 
rainfall. 
 
£4million per year. 
 
Will take 10 years to complete. 
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Drip irrigation 
 
Constant supply of water to crops to keep ground 
moist and grow crops. 
 
£3000 per month. 

 

Wells and water taps 
 
Increases water supply to local residents and 
ensures stores of water in times of drought. 
 
£200 per well. 
 
One well supplies 50 people. 

 

Afforestation 
 
Increased transpiration increasing cloud cover 
and therefore precipitation. Increased nutrients 
in the soil. Moisture retained in the soil. 
 
£3.6million. 

 

Cloud seeding 
 
Putting silver iodide, salt or dry ice into clouds 
to make them yield more rain. 
 
£1.8million per six months. 
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