
ISSUES IN CANADIAN GEOGRAPHY 
 

GRADE 9 ACADEMIC 
 

 
 

So – what will we be studying and learning this year in 
Canadian Geography?  Canada and the World of course!  A 
pretty large topic – so let’s organize our learning into the five 

key strands to better understanding the importance of 
geography and Canada’s position in the world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



GEOGRAPHIC INQUIRY AND SKILL 
DEVELOPMENT 
(this strand will be assessed and evaluated 
throughout the course) 
 

 Geographic Inquiry: use the geographic inquiry 
process and the concepts of geographic thinking 
when investigating issues relating to Canadian geography  

 
 

 Developing Transferable Skills: apply in everyday contexts 
skills, including spatial technology skills, developed through the 
investigation of Canadian geography, and identify some careers 
in which a background in geography might be an asset  

 



INTERACTIONS IN THE PHYSICAL 
ENVIRONMENT 
 

 The Physical Environment and Human 
Activities: analyse various interactions 
between physical processes, phenomena, and 
events and human activities in Canada  

FOCUS ON: Interrelationships & Geographic Perspective  

 
BIG IDEAS: 

- Physical process influences where and how people live, work, 
and play in Canada 

 
- People have different believes about the impact of human actions 

on the natural environments and global systems 
 



 Interrelationships between Physical Systems, Processes, 
and Events: analyse characteristics of various physical 
processes, phenomena, and events affecting Canada and their 
interrelationship with global physical systems  

FOCUS ON: Patterns, trends and interrelationships 

 
BIG IDEAS: 
- Geological, climatic, and hydrological processes, phenomena, and 
events have shaped, and continue to shape, Canada’s natural 
landscape. 



The Characteristics of Canada’s Natural Environment: describe 
various characteristics of the natural environment and the spatial 
distribution of physical features in Canada, and explain the role of 
physical processes, phenomena, and events in shaping them  

FOCUS ON: Spatial Significance; Patterns and Trends  

 
BIG IDEAS: 
- Natural environmental characteristics, such as climate, geology, 
drainage patterns, and vegetation, define the physical regions of 
Canada 

 
 
 
 
 
 



MANAGING CANADA’S RESOURCES AND 
INDUSTRIES  
 

 The Sustainability of Resources: analyse 
impacts of resource policy, resource 
management, and consumer choices on 
resource sustainability in Canada  

FOCUS ON: Interrelationships; Geographic Perspective 

 
BIG IDEAS: 
- The way Canada’s resources are used has a direct impact on the 
availability of resources for the future. 

 

 The Development of Resources: analyse issues related to the 
distribution, availability, and development of natural resources in 
Canada from a geographic perspective 

FOCUS ON: Interrelationships; Geographic perspective 



  

BIG IDEAS:  
People have different points of view about how Canada’s natural 
resources should be developed 

 

 Industries and Economic Development: assess the relative 
importance of different industrial sectors to the Canadian 
economy and Canada’s place in the global economy, and 
analyse factors that influence the location of industries in these 
sectors  

FOCUS ON: Spatial significance patterns and trends 

 

BIG IDEAS:  
 
Canada’s economic well-being relies on the 
development of both natural and human 
resources. 



 
CHANGING POPULATIONS 
 

 Population Issues: analyse selected national and global 
population issues and their implications for Canada  

FOCUS ON: Interrelationships; Patterns and trends 

 
BIG IDEAS:  
Global population trends and socio-economic issues can affect 
Canadian communities. 

 

 Immigration and Cultural Diversity: describe the diversity of 
Canada’s population, and assess some social, economic, 
political, and environmental implications of immigration and 
diversity for Canada  

FOCUS ON: Spatial Significance; Geographic Perspective 

 



BIG IDEAS:  
Immigration and cultural diversity present both opportunities and 
challenges for Canadian communities. 

 
 

 Demographic Patterns and Trends: analyse patterns of 
population settlement and various demographic characteristics of 
the Canadian population  

FOCUS ON: Spatial Significance; Patterns and Trends 

 
BIG IDEAS:  
The distribution and characteristics of human settlement in Canada 
are determined by many factors and may change over time. 

 
 



LIVABLE COMMUNITIES 
 

 The Sustainability of Human Systems: 
analyse issues relating to the sustainability of 
human systems in Canada 

FOCUS ON: Interrelationships; Geographic 
perspectives 
 

BIG IDEAS:  
People have a role in determining the sustainability of human 
systems, such as food production and transportation, within 
Canadian communities. 

 

 

 Impacts of Urban Growth: analyse impacts of urban growth in 
Canada  

FOCUS ON: Spatial Significance; geographic perspective 

 



BIG IDEAS:  
The growth of urban settlements has an impact on the economy, the 
natural environment, society, and politics. 

 

 Characteristics of Land Use in Canada: analyse 
characteristics of land use in various Canadian communities, and 
explain how some factors influence land-use patterns  

FOCUS ON: Spatial Significance; Patterns and Trends 

 
BIG IDEAS:  
Land is used in a variety of ways, and the way it is used depends 
upon the needs of a community and the physical features of the site. 

 
 


