
 

LESSON TITLE: Canada’s Trade (an online 
webquest) 

TIME  75 minutes 

 

Developed by:  Joanna Thompson-Anselm – Milliken Mills High School, Markham, Ontario 

 

OVERVIEW:   In this lesson students will use the following guided webquest sheets to complete an exploration about 
imports and exports in Canada and why thy might exist.   

 

SUBJECT/TOPIC: Canada’s Trade Patterns  GRADE LEVEL:   Grade 9 Academic 

Learning Goals 
 
C3.2 identify patterns and trends in imports and 
exports for various sectors of the Canadian 
economy. 
 
How might we use statistical data combined with spatial 
data to give us a picture of our global trade economy and 
Canada’s place in it? 
 
Success Criteria: 
 

- I can identify patterns and trends in imports and 
exports for various sectors of the Canadian 
economy  

- I can interpret and analyze data and information 
using various tools, strategies, and approaches 

 

Materials Needed:  
 

- One computer OR personal phone per student  

 
- One copy of the webquest per student 

 
- Access to webpage: 

https://atlas.media.mit.edu/en/profile/country/
can/   

 

 
 
 
 

 

Connection to the Geographic Inquiry Process and the Geographic Concepts of Thinking 

Concepts of Geographic Thinking   
 
☐ Patterns & Trends 
☐ Interrelationships 
☐Geographic Perspective 
☐Spatial Significance 
 
 

Inquiry Process  
 
☐ Formulating questions 
☐ Gather and organize 
☐ Interpret and analyze 
☐ Evaluate and draw conclusions 
☐ Communicate 
 

Geospatial Skills  
 
☐ Foundational elements 
☐ Spatial representations 
☐ Technology 
☐ Fieldwork 
 

 
 

https://atlas.media.mit.edu/en/profile/country/can/
https://atlas.media.mit.edu/en/profile/country/can/


 
 
 
 

Connection to the Geographic Inquiry Process and the Geographic Concepts 
of Thinking 

 

Literacy [please check 
which one this lesson 
covers] 
 
☐ Geographical Grammar 
☐ Reading for Meaning 
☐ Writing with Purpose 
☐ Inquiry and Critical 
Thinking  
 
 

Numeracy  
 
☐ Graph Creation  
☐ Graph Analysis 
☐ Calculations 
☐ Patterns and Trends 
recognition 
 

Financial Literacy  
 
☐ Money 
☐ Market Economy 
☐ Global Disparities 
☐  
 

Indigenous Literacy 
 
☐ Indigenous Perspective 
☐ Indigenous Ways of 
Thinking 
☐ Indigenous Culture and 
Society 
☐ Indigenous Significance 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson Implementation  

Minds on  

This task is meant to be completed independently – may be used as a part of an online program.  If in class, this 
task may follow a lesson about the importance and reasons behind importing and exporting.  
 
Introduce students to the website they will be using for this activity 
(https://atlas.media.mit.edu/en/profile/country/can/)  using an LCD.  Choose a country that is NOT Canada to show 
students how to use the site, conduct a think aloud of patterns that you recognize with imports and exports --- some 
of the more interesting examples are the smaller island countries that will really get students asking “what?!  Why is 
THAT the major import?”.  Generate discussion in small or large group to engaged students and perhaps use a “whip 
around” strategy to get students to share their thoughts on observed patterns.   
 

 

Action  

 
Students will work both independently and in pairs to work through the webquest to learn about Canada’s imports 
and exports and to critically analyze the patterns and trends therein.  They will either do this on their personal device 
(i.e. phone) or using a computer.   

 

Conclusion and Consolidation:  

https://atlas.media.mit.edu/en/profile/country/can/


You may choose to discuss one aspect of the webquest with the large class to ensure that students are moving 
along and that they are interpreting the information correctly.   

 

Extend your geographical thinking  

- Teachers could have students map specific imports for various countries onto a large classroom map to 
look for pattern or trend 

- Teachers could have students summarize in a small “info card” what the largest imports and exports of a 
country are and post it next to the country on a large classroom map (like an annotated map) 

- Teachers could ask students to explore what the social, environmental, political and economic outcomes 
might be for various countries with regards to what they are exporting in large numbers (i.e. implications for 
high value mining industries) --- GTC:  Geographic Perspective 

 

Accommodations  

Teachers may strategically pair students if accommodations require that students have less written output – each 
pair splits up the work. 
ELL students – pre-teach the vocabulary of trade before engaging in the lesson.  Perhaps a small dictionary with a 
simplified definition and/or icon to help students understand the key words.   

 

Assessment  

Teachers may choose to issue an exit card (select 5 students in the class) and use Q. 9 on the webquest to assess 
student attainment of concept:  What do you notice about patterns you see with respect to destinations and 
origins of goods?  Give at least two observations about patterns you see and give a reason why that might 
exist for both. 

 

Sources and Additional resources 

 

 


