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Changing Your Address?

Special Note: Don’t forget to 
forward any change of address to  
O.A.G.E.E. c/o Becker Associ-
ates, 10 Morrow Avenue, Suite 
202, Toronto, ON M6R 2J1. This 
applies particularly to pre-service 
student members. This will ensure 
that you receive a full annual set 
of issues of The Monograph.

OAGEE 2019
Spring Conference

Coming soon. If you haven’t signed 
up yet, and you are reading this 
before May 3rd, make every effort 
to join your fellow geographers in 
an exciting and forward-looking 
conference in the Huntsville area.

See the ad on page 3 in this issue 
and/or visit the OAGEE website for 
updated information.

oagee.org
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President’s Message
Ewan Geddes, Toronto District School Board

This message comes as the weather is warming up after 
another Polar Vortex, which covered many parts of Ontario 
in a lot of snow and ice. No doubt the conditions left many 
people dreaming of where they might like to be during 
March Break. If you are fortunate enough to get away for a 
well-deserved rest, think about using Esri’s Survey123 and 
Story Map to collect memories of the trip. For the rest of 
us, while we may be at home just resting up (if possible), 
hopefully we will be come back rejuvenated and ready to 
move forward in our teaching.

As a tool for collecting data, personal or for the class, 
Survey123 is simple and intuitive to use. Just be sure to have 
your Board or Provincial subscription and you will be ready 
to start creating content. The application can be accessed on 
your cell phone so you will be able to collect data, includ-
ing captioned photos, and then upload them when you 
get a chance to access your computer (saving your valuable 
monthly data allowance). Using this application on a field 
trip with your students can offer another way to engage 
them during and after the excursion by having them take 
an active role in creating questions (called “Field Headings” 
in the app) that they will collect data on, and then upload 
their content afterward to further their learning. Survey123 
is also a great jumping point to get into creating personal-
ized Story Maps. The Story Map application is a useful tool 
for communicating the message of the data. When data has 
been collected, analysed, and evaluated, we communicate our 
findings. From Survey123, a spatial journal can be created 
and then a story map from the spatial journal can be used 
to share the findings with others. This process helps make 
the learning authentic and meaningful - keys to deeper, 
more lasting learning. If you are not using these tools now, 
hopefully you will be able to find time in the near future 
to try them out. When you do, you and your students can 
share that work for the OAGEE Spatial Technology Map-
ping Contest, which is now accepting submissions. 

Another aspect of our teaching that all of us can reflect on 
to enhance our teaching of geography is to better understand 
our own bias and how what we say, how we say it, and the 
body language we use to communicate our messages may 
have consequences we did not anticipate, or even realize 
in the moment. These unintended consequences often 
harm our more vulnerable students, including those from 
marginalized groups, and, in particular, those who identify 
as FNMI peoples and Black youths. Journalist and activist 

Desmond Cole presented on Black youth in the education 
system, using his watershed article, “The Skin I’m In”, to 
bring issues of systemic racism to light at a teachers’ PD 
session in Toronto this February. He shared not only how 
Black youth are harmfully misrepresented throughout society 
but more specifically in the education system. The evidence 
is clear: Black youth do not get the same opportunities as 
many other students because of the systemic bias that exists 
in the system.

So what can we do? Research suggests that getting kids 
involved in their own learning can improve student success. 
The discipline of Geography is a great platform to address the 
concern of culture bias, it is at the core of What is where? Why 
there? Why care? Students can use the Geographic Inquiry 
Process to explore and communicate their own stories.

One thing we can do is to make sure our students “see 
themselves” in the materials we use, from the texts we select 
to the guest speakers we book. But the day-to-day decisions 
we make are actually the most important change we can 
make to undermine systemic biases. By being mindful of 
how we are treating and responding to each student’s needs, 
we can interrogate where our best intentions fall flat and 
make changes to our approach to centre equitable, fair high 
expectations in an environment that is safe for all. To do 
this, we - all of us - must develop an understanding of our 
own biases and acknowledge where they impact our deci-
sions (just as someone with a substance use disorder is better 
positioned to recover after acknowledging their illness). 
These changes at the individual level may not change the 
system as a whole, but it will shape a system that honours 
all students.

Come to the OAGEE Spring Conference in Huntsville 
on Friday May 3 and take an active part in field activities 
that will get the students doing Geography and help them 
become apart of their own learning.

And don’t forget to submit students’ work to the OAGEE 
Spatial Technology Mapping Contest. Students can share 
their own experience and potentially communicate them 
to a wider audience.

Ewan Geddes
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OAGEE Spring Conference 2019
Friday May 3rd - Huntsville, ON

45.326622  -79.217439

Join us for a day of…

Harnessing Simple Data to Teach Geography!
Attention fellow Geographers! 

OAGEE invites you to join us at our Spring Conference in Huntsville this 
May. This 1-day PD event has been designed to provide attendees with practical 
experience in collecting geographic data in the field, as well as creating simple GIS maps from our data. 
This engaging PD will develop new GIS skills that will inspire you to use simple data to teach geography 
in and outside of your classroom. Whether you are a veteran GIS user, or brand new with no experience, 
you will find value in applying STEM and 21st century skills and competencies to any Geography course 
you may teach! Many boards have encouraged teachers to embed STEM and 21st Century Skills in their 
lessons, now here is your opportunity to learn how. 

Along with new practical skills, you will leave Huntsville with a bounty of digital resources that will 
allow you to begin or improve upon incorporating data and GIS into your everyday lessons. Whether 
you are looking for ‘grab and go’ interactive maps with accompanying student handouts, inquiry-based 
GIS labs, or step-by-step tutorials of how to easily build your very own GIS layers and web maps for any 
topic of your choice, you will leave with something great to use with your students.

Conference fees include transportation to field stops on an amazing zero-emissions electric bus, catered 
lunch and snacks, access to newly developed digital resources and, of course, a very unique PD experience 
that only OAGEE can provide. Due to the nature of the day, spaces are limited and early registration is 
encouraged.

How do I sign up? Visit https://oagee.org/en/confences-home to register 

Cost: $60 for Current OAGEE Members, $60 plus OAGEE registration for non-members 

OAGEE Membership Page: Membership on Website  

Meeting Place: Huntsville Summit Centre, 20 Park Dr, Huntsville, ON P1H 1P5

Registration and Welcome: 8:30am @ Summit Centre

BYOD: Bring your own device. (laptops and chromebooks are preferred). Devices can be provided upon 
request.

Accommodations 

Preferred Hotel: Best Western Plus Huntsville Inn, 86 Howland Dr, Huntsville, ON P1H 1M3

Phone: (705) 788-3345  * telephone booking is required to receive the conference discount.

*Please reference the OAGEE Spring Conference to receive the preferred conference rates.
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Storytelling with Maps
Story maps are a combination of maps, multi-media such as photos and videos, and words that are used to tell a story. 

In this assignment you will learn to use spatial analysis to better understand Canada’s natural resources using the story 
maps ArcGIS Online template.

Your Task
In your assigned groups, you are required to create a story map related to your natural resource topic. Story maps are 

all about telling a story so you need to tell a compelling story about your natural resource in Canada.  

On ____________________________ your group will present your story map to the class via an oral presentation. 

Criteria
For your story map, you MUST include the following elements AND answer the questions in the chart below:

 • Name of resource, your names and the date;

 • Work cited list in APA format (on the last page – map will be of TASS);

 • 10 web maps in total (created in the program);

 • 10 visual images (graphs, pictures, charts);

 • At least 1 video.

Managing Canada’s Resources & Industries Story 
Mapping Assignment
Christina Thomas and Stephen Peers, Geography Teachers, Thomas A. Stewart Secondary School, Kawartha Pine Ridge 
District School Board
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Interactions in the Physical 
Environment Changing Populations

Managing Canada’s Resources 
and Industries/ Liveable 

Communities

 Locate your natural resource 
in Canada (showing the 
most important locations of 
your resource in Canada).

 Why There? Consider factors 
such as physical geography, 
climate (L.O.W.E.R and Near 
Water); continental drift and 
plate tectonics that have 
put your resources in these 
locations?

 Where are the most 
important regions (lowlands, 
highlands, Canadian Shield) 
and locations (provinces, 
territories) where your 
resource(s) are located?

 How many Canadians work 
in your resource?

 What effect does this 
resource have on towns and 
cities? Did your resource 
create towns and cities? 

 Do many people live nearby?                                             

 Does Canada trade this 
resource with other 
countries? 

 If so, which are Canada’s 
most important trade 
partners for this resource?  

 Describe Canada’s present 
use of the resource. 

 Is your resource a renewable, 
non-renewable or flow 
resource?

 What are the economic 
and demographic factors 
connected with your 
Resources?  

 How important is the 
resource to Canada’s 
economy?                                         

 What are the problems 
associated with your 
resource and how is it 
managed? 

 Does the exploitation 
of your resource an 
environmental concern?   

 Does it cause pollution of 
the air, land, and/or water?

  What is being done in your 
industry to manage and 
sustain your resource for 
Canada’s future? 

 Discuss the challenges facing 
Canadians for the future use 
of their natural resources.

Questions you MUST answer in your story map:

Helpful Advice

• Before getting started it is recommend that you take a look at a few sample 
galleries on the ArcGIS website to see what a story map looks like:

 https://storymaps.arcgis.com/en/gallery/#s=0

• Use the computer time wisely. If you use your time well, you can get a great 
mark. However, this assignment is TOO BIG to try and do last minute!!!

• Remember to always save the different web maps you create (steps below)..

• Click the Save button and choose Save As…  

 • Create an appropriate title for your Web map.

  • Add meaningful tags, a summary, and click the Save Map button.

Save

SAVE MAP
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Success Criteria

 Name of resource, your names and the date

 Work cited list in American Psychological Association (APA) 
format (on the last page – map will be of TASS)

 10 web maps in total (created in the program)

 10 visual images (graphs, pictures, charts)

 At least 1 video

Interactions in the Physical 
Environment

Changing Populations
Managing Canada’s 

Resources and Industries/
Liveable Communities

 I have located my natural 
resource in Canada .

 I explained Why There? Using 
factors such as physical geog-
raphy, climate (L.O.W.E.R and 
Near Water); continental drift 
and plate tectonics 

 I demonstrated the most 
important Regions and Loca-
tions where my resource is 
located. 

 I have identified how many 
Canadians work in or with 
my resource.

 I have analyzed the effect(s) 
this resource has on towns 
and cities. 

 I have identified if my re-
source created a town or city.  

 I know how many people live 
nearby.                                            

 I can explain if Canada trades 
this resource with other coun-
tries.

 I have identified Canada’s 
most important trading 
partners for this resource.                                                                                                                                        

 I have described Canada’s 
present use of the resource.

 I have identified and outlined 
if my resource is renewable, 
non-renewable or a flow re-
sources.

 I have described the economic 
and demographic factors con-
nected with my resources. 

 I have explained the im-
portance of my resource to 
Canada’s economy.                                         

 I have outlined the problems 
associated with my resource 
and how it is managed. 

 I have explained and analyzed 
any environmental concerns 
with my resource.   

 I have shown and described if 
my resource causes pollution 
of the air,land, and/or water.

 I have outlined what is being 
done in the industry to man-
age and sustain my resource 
for Canada’s future.

 I have identified and analyzed 
the challenges facing Canadi-
ans for the future use of this 
natural resource.

Success Criteria

 Name of resource, your names and the date

 Work cited list in American Psychological Association (APA) 
format (on the last page – map will be of TASS)

 10 web maps in total (created in the program)

 10 visual images (graphs, pictures, charts)

 At least 1 video

Interactions in the Physical 
Environment

Changing Populations
Managing Canada’s 

Resources and Industries/
Liveable Communities

 I have located my natural 
resource in Canada .

 I explained Why There? Using 
factors such as physical geog-
raphy, climate (L.O.W.E.R and 
Near Water); continental drift 
and plate tectonics 

 I demonstrated the most 
important Regions and Loca-
tions where my resource is 
located. 

 I have identified how many 
Canadians work in or with 
my resource.

 I have analyzed the effect(s) 
this resource has on towns 
and cities. 

 I have identified if my re-
source created a town or city.  

 I know how many people live 
nearby.                                            

 I can explain if Canada trades 
this resource with other coun-
tries.

 I have identified Canada’s 
most important trading 
partners for this resource.                                                                                                                                        

 I have described Canada’s 
present use of the resource.

 I have identified and outlined 
if my resource is renewable, 
non-renewable or a flow re-
sources.

 I have described the economic 
and demographic factors con-
nected with my resources. 

 I have explained the im-
portance of my resource to 
Canada’s economy.                                         

 I have outlined the problems 
associated with my resource 
and how it is managed. 

 I have explained and analyzed 
any environmental concerns 
with my resource.   

 I have shown and described if 
my resource causes pollution 
of the air,land, and/or water.

 I have outlined what is being 
done in the industry to man-
age and sustain my resource 
for Canada’s future.

 I have identified and analyzed 
the challenges facing Canadi-
ans for the future use of this 
natural resource.

Success Criteria

 Name of resource, your names and the date

 Work cited list in American Psychological Association (APA) 
format (on the last page – map will be of TASS)

 10 web maps in total (created in the program)

 10 visual images (graphs, pictures, charts)

 At least 1 video

Interactions in the Physical 
Environment

Changing Populations
Managing Canada’s 

Resources and Industries/
Liveable Communities

 I have located my natural 
resource in Canada .

 I explained Why There? Using 
factors such as physical geog-
raphy, climate (L.O.W.E.R and 
Near Water); continental drift 
and plate tectonics 

 I demonstrated the most 
important Regions and Loca-
tions where my resource is 
located. 

 I have identified how many 
Canadians work in or with 
my resource.

 I have analyzed the effect(s) 
this resource has on towns 
and cities. 

 I have identified if my re-
source created a town or city.  

 I know how many people live 
nearby.                                            

 I can explain if Canada trades 
this resource with other coun-
tries.

 I have identified Canada’s 
most important trading 
partners for this resource.                                                                                                                                        

 I have described Canada’s 
present use of the resource.

 I have identified and outlined 
if my resource is renewable, 
non-renewable or a flow re-
sources.

 I have described the economic 
and demographic factors con-
nected with my resources. 

 I have explained the im-
portance of my resource to 
Canada’s economy.                                         

 I have outlined the problems 
associated with my resource 
and how it is managed. 

 I have explained and analyzed 
any environmental concerns 
with my resource.   

 I have shown and described if 
my resource causes pollution 
of the air,land, and/or water.

 I have outlined what is being 
done in the industry to man-
age and sustain my resource 
for Canada’s future.

 I have identified and analyzed 
the challenges facing Canadi-
ans for the future use of this 
natural resource.
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Managing Canada’s Resources & Industries Story Mapping Rubric

 Name:
  

Due Date: 

Criteria Below Level 1 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4
Knowledge & Understanding
Story map criteria. Has not met the 

requirements for 
this part of the as-
signment.

Contains limited 
criteria/missing 
information.

Contains some 
criteria/mostly 
accurate informa-
tion.

Contains a good 
variety of criteria/ 
correct and accu-
rate information.

Contains a rich 
variety of criteria/ 
accurate and rich 
information.

Application
Written content 
contains relevant 
information and 
makes clear connec-
tions.

Written content is 
unclear and miss-
ing requirements.  

Explanations are 
incorrect.

Written content 
contains limited 
understanding of 
information and 
has made limited 
connections to 
class work.

Written work 
contains some 
understanding of 
information and 
shows some con-
nections to class 
work.

Written work 
contains a good 
understanding of 
information and 
has shown great 
connections to 
class work.

Written work 
contains a rich 
understanding of 
information with 
a high degree of 
insight and connec-
tions to class work.

It shows geographic 
understanding (what 
is where?, why there?, 
why care?) of the is-
sue/resource.

Displays little 
understanding of 
issues in Canadian 
Geography.

Displays limited 
degree of under-
standing of issues 
in Canadian Geog-
raphy.

Displays satisfac-
tory degree of 
understanding of 
issues in Canadian 
Geography.

Displays a good 
understanding of 
issues in Canadian 
Geography.

Displays a high 
degree of under-
standing of issues 
in Canadian Geog-
raphy.

Thinking
Visual image choic-
es make sense and 
show clear connec-
tion to the written 
explanations.

Visual image 
choices are unclear 
or do not fit the 
topic.

Visual image 
choices are lim-
ited; connections 
are weak.

Visual image 
choices are correct-
ly captioned; con-
nections require 
more explanation.

Visual image 
choices are good; 
connections are 
accurate and well 
explained.

Visual image 
choices are excel-
lent; connections  
are accurate and 
demonstrate criti-
cal thinking skills.

Story map contains 
at least 10 visual 
images and 1 video.

Story map con-
tains 1-2 images; 
no video.

Story map con-
tains 2-4 images; 1 
video.

Story map con-
tains 4-6 images; 
at least 1 video.

Story map con-
tains 6-9 images; 
at least 1 video.

Story map con-
tains 10 + images; 
at least 1 video.

Communication
Story map contains 
accurate grammar, 
spelling, sentence 
structure, and geo-
graphic vocabulary.

Spelling, gram-
mar and sentence 
structure detracts 
from understand-
ing; geographical 
vocabulary not 
used.

Too many spell-
ing, grammar, and 
sentence structure 
errors; somewhat 
adequate vocabu-
lary; text is not 
clear and weak 
geographical vo-
cabulary.

Many spelling, 
grammar and 
sentence struc-
ture errors; some 
effective use of 
geographical vo-
cabulary.

Some spelling, 
grammar or sen-
tence structure 
errors but does 
not detract from 
the overall story 
map; effective use 
of geographical 
vocabulary.

Very few spelling, 
sentence structure 
and grammatical 
errors; rich use 
of geographical 
vocabulary.

APA work cited list Has not met the 
requirements for 
this part of the as-
signment.

Works cited page 
does not follow 
proper format.

Work cited page is 
somewhat prop-
erly formatted.

Work cited page 
is mostly properly 
formatted.

Work cited page is 
properly format-
ted.

Little to no 
required amount 
of resources is 
included (0-1).

Includes some re-
quired amount of 
resources (1-2).

Includes required 
amount of sources 
(2-3).

Includes more 
than the required 
amount of aca-
demic sources (4+).

Few to no articles 
are academic in 
nature.

Some articles 
are academic in 
nature.

Most articles 
are academic in 
nature.

All articles are 
academic in 
nature.

Total:                         / 50
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Information graphics or infographics are graphic visual representations of information, data, or knowledge intended to 
present information quickly and clearly. They can improve cognition by utilizing graphics to enhance the human visual 
system’s ability to see patterns and trends.

Task

Create a 1-2 page infographic on a selected country’s demographic profile. You will use the statistics, diagrams, concepts, 
and terms covered in the course to describe your country now and in the future.

Done either in pairs or individually. *If working in pairs it MUST be approved by the teacher*

Infographic MUST contain:

 • a title

 • a map of the country 

 • at least 4 graphics

  • Use statistics, diagrams, concepts, and terms to describe the country’s demographics and how they can be 
used to describe the country presently and challenges the country may face in the future.

 • 2-3 images (includes the map)

 • a bibliography (work cited) in APA format  

 • 2 demographic topics minimum

Resources: *Use resources as a guide - NOT to copy word for word*

  http://www.prb.org/

  https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/

  http://www.bibme.org

Due Date:
 

CGC1D - Country Profile Infographic 
Brieanna Elliot, Trent Teacher Candidate, Clarke High School, Pine Ridge District School Board
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Rubric - Country Profile Infographic

Student Name(s):
  

CATEGORY

Has not met the 
expectations  

 
    Below 50%

Needs to work 
to achieve the 

standard

 Level 1 
50-59%

Almost meets the 
standard

 Level 2 
60-69%

Meets the 
standard

  Level 3 
70-79%

Meets the 
standard with 

distinction

 Level 4 
80-100%

Knowledge and 
Understanding

GRAPHICS

Content Accuracy

(4 marks)

____ /4

Has not met the 
requirements for 
this part of the 
assignment.

Includes little 
to no required 
amount of 
graphics/facts in 
infographic.

(0-1)

Includes most re-
quired amount 
of graphics/facts 
in infographic. 

(2-3)

Includes required 
amount of graph-
ics/facts in the 
infographic.

 
(3-4)

Includes more 
than the required 
amount of 
graphics/facts in 
the infographic.

(4+)

Thinking
GRAPHICS

Relevance

(4 marks)

 ____/4

Has not met the 
requirements for 
this part of the 
assignment.

Graphics do 
not relate to the 
topic.

All graphics 
relate to the 
topic but do not 
represent appro-
priately.

Most of the 
graphics 
represent the 
information 
appropriately.

The graphics 
used represent 
information ap-
propriately.

Application
GRAPHICS

Visual

(4 marks)

Has not met the 
requirements for 
this part of the 
assignment.

The colour, 
shape, size, and 
arrangement are 
distracting or 
misleading.

The colour, 
shape, size, and 
arrangement are 
present but do 
not add to the 
information.

The colour, 
shape, size, and 
arrangement 
of graphics 
contribute some 
meaning.

The colour, 
shape, size, and 
arrangement 
of graphics 
contribute 
meaning to the 
overall message.

APA WORK 
CITED LIST 
Works Cited

(4 marks)

APA Works Cited 
Page does not 
follow proper 
format.

APA Works Cited 
Page is somewhat 
properly 
formatted.

APA Works 
Cited Page is 
mostly properly 
formatted.

APA Works Cited 
Page is properly 
formatted.

____/8

Little to no 
required amount 
of resources is 
included.

(0-1)

Includes most 
required amount 
of resources.

 
(1)

Includes required 
amount of re-
sources.

 
(2)

Includes more 
than required 
amount of re-
sources.

(2+)

Communication
INFOGRAPHIC

Organization, 
creativity

(5 marks)

 ____/5

Has not met the 
requirements for 
this part of the 
assignment.

Infographic is 
disorganized and 
profile is difficult 
to understand.

Infographic 
is somewhat 
organized and 
creative.

Infographic is 
well organized 
and creative. 
Captures reader’s 
attention.

Infographic 
is incredibly 
well organized 
and creative. 
Captures reader’s 
attention.

Total:      / 21 marks
Learning Skills: Responsibility - I printed out the infographic and handed in my rubric to the teacher
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CGC1 - Climograph Mini Inclass Assignment
Christina Thomas, Clarke High School, Kawartha Pine Ridge District School Board

Part A: Climate Graph      Application (______/9 marks) 

Using the data sheet, select a climate station from the Landform Region you are doing for your Landform Region Travel 
Ad assignment.

Name of City:
      

Name of Landform Region:
 

Copy the temperature and precipitation data from the Landform Regions - Climatic Statistics sheet onto this worksheet. 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Year

Te m p 
°C

Precip 
mm            

1. Using the above data, graph the climograph. Remember to use the correct colours. (3 marks for the temperature line, 
3 marks for the precipitation bar, and 2 marks for filling in blanks at bottom of the graph).

2. Add an appropriate title for the climograph. (1 mark) 

Title of Climograph:
 

Student Name(s):
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Western Cordillera - Prince George, BC
J F M A M J J A S O N D Yr

Temperature (°C) -9.6 -5.4 -0.3 5.2 9.9 13.3 15.5 14.8 10.1 4.6 -2.9 -7.8 4.0

Precipitation (mm) 52.4 31.4 32.7 32.2 50.9 72.7 63.5 51.1 52.5 57.9 51.5 52.0 600.8

Arctic Lowlands - Quasuittuq (Resolute), Nunavut
J F M A M J J A S O N D Yr

Temperature (°C) -32.4 -33.1 -30.7 -22.8 -10.9 -0.1 4.3 1.5 -4.7 -14.9 -23.6 -29.2 -16.4

Precipitation (mm) 4.3 3.4 6.5 6.1 9.5 14.7 20.2 34.3 25.0 13.8 7.6 4.7 150.0

Arctic Cordillera - Mittimatalik (Pond Inlet), Nunavut
J F M A M J J A S O N D Yr

Temperature (°C) -32.4 -34.1 -30.3 -22.1 -9.9 1.8 6.0 4.2 -1.4 -11.4 -22.4 -28.7 -15.1

Precipitation (mm) 5.7 4.3 8.0 10.7 9.6 15.8 31.1 36.9 20.8 23.4 16.1 8.4 190.8

Hudson Bay Lowland - Moosonee, Ontario

J F M A M J J A S O N D Yr

Temperature (°C) -20.7 -18.4 -11.7 -2.4 6.2 11.9 15.4 14.4 9.4 3.4 -4.7 -16.3 -1.1

Precipitation (mm) 33.9 22.7 31.7 39.0 53.7 71.1 101.3 75.8 90.0 73.3 54.3 34.7 681.5

Canadian Shield - Val d’Or, Quebec

J F M A M J J A S O N D Yr

Temperature (°C) -17.2 -15.3 -8.1 0.8 9.4 14.4 17.2 15.8 10.1 4.0 -4.1 -13.3 1.1

Precipitation (mm) 56.0 40.5 65.2 66.0 77.7 92.7 95.4 93.2 101.9 86.6 76.2 62.5 913.9

Interior Plains - Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
J F M A M J J A S O N D Yr

Temperature (°C) -17.0 -13.0 -5.8 4.4 11.5 16.0 18.2 17.3 11.2 4.5 -6.2 -14.3 2.2

Precipitation (mm) 15.2 10.3 14.7 23.9 49.4 61.1 60.1 38.8 30.7 16.7 13.3 15.9 350.0

Great Lakes-St Lawrence Lowland - Montreal, Quebec

J F M A M J J A S O N D Yr

Temperature (°C) -10.2 -8.4 -2.3 5.7 13.4 18.2 20.9 19.6 14.6 8.1 1.6 -6.3 6.2

Precipitation (mm) 78.3 61.5 73.6 78.0 76.3 83.1 91.3 92.7 92.6 77.8 92.6 81.3 978.9

Appalachians - Moncton, New Brunswick
J F M A M J J A S O N D Yr

Temperature (°C) -8.9 -8.0 -2.9 3.2 9.9 15.1 18.6 17.9 13.0 7.1 1.4 -5.5 5.1

Precipitation (mm) 119.2 92.9 123.6 99.3 97.1 91.5 103.3 79.5 92.7 103.8 104.5 115.8 1223.2

Landform Regions - Climatic Statistics



Volume 69, Issue No. 4, 201814

THE MONOGRAPH
PART B: Follow up questions     Communication (______/7 marks)  

Answer the questions below about your graph. 

1. The average annual temperature for the city in my landform region is: (1 mark) 

2. How many months is the growing season for this city? (1 mark) 

3. Calculate the temperature range for your city. (1 mark)

4. The total annual precipitation for the city in my landform region is: (1 mark) 

5. Does your climate station experience continental or maritime climate? Justify how you know this.  (2 marks)

6. Plot the location and name of the climate station on the map of Canada below. (1 mark)
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by Randy Wilkie, OAGEE Regional Councillor,  
  Lakehead University, GEOGRAF/X design

Twinkl https://www.twinkl.co.uk/ has elementary and secondary
resources for most subjects, including geography. The site has over
525,000 resources with new content being added daily.
Teacher-created resources, from lesson planning and assessments
to online educational games and augmented reality, are free to per
month subscription. 

Digitatechnologies.education
http://www.digitaltechnologies.education/ offers
resources and how to videos related to VR
(virtual reality) in the geography classroom. 

Links to the Digital Technologies Hub https://www.digitaltechnologieshub.edu.au/,
developed by Education Services Australia for the Australian Government Department
of Education and Training, provides teacher resources
which support quality programs and curriculum. This
site hosts new content as it is developed.

Project for Public Spaces (PPS)
https://www.pps.org/article/streets-as-places-how-transportation-can-create-a-sense-of-
community developed Streets as Places: How Transportation Can Create a Sense of
Community which can be used as a resource to analyze streets from a local to global
scale. 

PPS is a central hub connecting people to ideas, resources,
expertise, and partners who see Place as the key to addressing
challenges and developing interesting resources and videos.

Data is Beautiful  https://www.reddit.com/r/dataisbeautiful/ is a visualization site that
conveys information such as graphs, charts, and maps. Used as lesson icebreakers or
to visually embellish a lesson, an array of interesting data is continually posted.

One Soil https://map.onesoil.ai/2018#2/44.35/-43.66 is an interactive map using AI
(Artificial Intelligence) to detect field size and numbers and crops (from grains to fruits
and nuts). The site enables a comparison of USA and Europe and provides insights into
local and global trends in crop production.
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CGF3M - Teaching Hands-on Physical Geography
Sarah Gallah, St. Michael’s Choir (Sr) School, Toronto Catholic District School Board

Teaching Physical Geography can be challenging at times. Students read textbooks, see pictures and diagrams, watch 
videos, and are passively taking in lots of information. This year I asked myself, how can I make Physical Geography 
hands-on? Would this help students engage with the material and demonstrate a deeper understanding? At first it 
took a leap of faith to try these activities, but based on student feedback, I will most definitely be incorporating these 
activities into future classes and courses!

Activity 1: Using Oreos to Understand Plate Tectonics

Oreo plate tectonics

Manipulatives are often used to understand mathematical concepts, but how about Geography? Using an Oreo as 
a model for the layers of the earth (the bottom layer representing the core, the white filling representing the mantle, 
and the top layer representing the crust) students can explore the different types of plate movement. What happens 
when you break the top layer in half, and push the two pieces together? Convergent plate movement! How about 
when the two pieces move further apart? The filling can rise and create underwater mountains otherwise called mid-
ocean ridges during this type of divergent movement. You can even do this activity as a minds-on activity where 
students can explore and suggest different types of movement before being provided with the answers. If plates can 
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move towards one another and further apart, what other type of movement could occur? Transform boundaries – 
when two plates grind past each other along faults! When students are done manipulating the Oreo cookies, they 
can place them on a blank sheet of paper, label them correctly and take a photo to keep as reference. Many of my 
students referred to this visual as a tool to review for upcoming assignments, quizzes and tests. Plus, who doesn’t 
enjoy an edible Geography activity?

Activity 2: Using Play-Dough to Sculpt Glacial Landforms 

Play-dough glacial landforms

After learning about the various ways that glaciers can influence and change the land, can students visually re-
produce these landforms with play-dough? Working in groups, I asked students to sculpt as many glacial landforms 
as possible – glacial erratic, striations, kettle lakes, horns, arêtes, etc. After each group finished, they rotated and 
visited another group’s play-dough station. This time their task consisted of identifying and labeling all the glacial 
landforms they could find. By using their hands to create landforms, and then by visiting other stations to identify 
landforms, students all agreed that they were now able to visualize new concepts taught in our class, that otherwise 
would have been difficult to recall.
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Activity 3: Online Research and Personal Experience

My third activity was sparked by a student question. He had approached me after class one day and talked to me about 
his trip to Ireland and to the tourist attraction, Giant Causeway. He asked, how was it created? This made me realize how 
important it would be to draw on students’ experiences and make connections to Physical Geography. How about my 
own experiences and the places I’ve traveled to – could I also share those with students? 

For my next lesson, I provided each student with a computer and projected a variety of images of places impacted by 
many of the Physical Geography concepts we have studied – Giant Causeway, my trip to lower antelope canyon in Arizona, 
and the Grand Canyon. I then asked students to conduct research and identify the types of rock (sedimentary, igneous, or 
metamorphic) present in the photos, and to determine whether these landforms were created by erosion, plate tectonic 
movement, volcanic activity, or glaciers. 

Students were excited by their findings and began to understand the connection between concepts we studied and 
many of the tourist attractions they have seen, but never understood in the past. Following this activity, students shared 
photos of natural attractions they have visited on our Google Classroom, explaining to classmates how this natural at-
traction was formed. Students were eager to share their experiences, and to read about the marvelous natural landscapes 
their classmates visited. Without leaving the classroom, students were able to conduct research, explore the world, and 
understand how it all came to be. 

s

My visit to Lower Antelope Canyon, Arizona

Though my journey of incorporating hands-on activities into my Geography course has just begun, I am already see-
ing how engaged students have become and how eager they are to learn about the world they inhabit. These activities 
have truly brought Geography to life and I am happy to share these ideas with my colleagues and Geography educators.

If you have any ideas to share, please feel free to connect via Twitter: @SarahGallah or by email (sarah.gallah@tcdsb.org).
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Activity Outline
In this activity, students play the popular board game 

“Ticket to Ride: Europe”. The goal of the game is for each 
player to complete as many train routes across Europe as they 
can. Throughout the game, players draw cards that allow 
the players to place their trains on routes of corresponding 
colours, but this can become difficult as players vie for the 
same connections between European cities to complete their 
own routes. The game ends when one player uses all of their 
allotted trains. A winner is determined by how many points 
each player earned from the routes they completed and the 
total number of trains they used. The game is designed for 
2-6 players, and depending on the number of players this 
game can be completed in 30 minutes or less. 

Curriculum Links
This activity would be best suited for a Grade 11 Travel 

and Tourism class, as students would be planning travel 
routes and itineraries, as well as exploring the proximity 
of European cities and attractions to one another. Using 
“Ticket to Ride: Europe” in this setting can help to address 
several specific expectations from the CGG3O curriculum, 
including:

A2.2 Apply in everyday contexts skills and work habits 
developed through geographic investigation. 

 • In this game, students are required to create the 
shortest and most efficient routes possible while still 
completing entire routes across Europe.

 • This requires students to use their thinking and ap-
plication skills to problem solve and complete their 
routes without using too many trains.

B3.1 Analyse factors that influence travellers’ destination 
choices.

 • By playing “Ticket to Ride: Europe”, students should 
quickly realize why Europe is such a popular destina-
tion for many North American tourists, because so 
many of Europe’s most famous cities and landmarks 
are in such close proximity to each other. This allows 
for tourists to experience so many famous locations 
while being able to save money on flights once they 
arrive in Europe as train travel is more practical and 
affordable.

B3.2 Analyse the influence of political, economic, cultural, 
and environmental barriers on tourists’ destination choices.

 • When playing “Ticket to Ride: Europe”, students 
will quickly realize that some areas of Europe are 
impassable by train as several countries are island 
nations, or the Alps often make train travel between 
Southern Europe and Northern Europe challenging.

 • This is also an excellent opportunity for a teacher 
to discuss the modern-day Schengen Area that al-
lows for uninhibited travel between most European 
nations. In the game, the students are not required 
to show passports or identification when crossing 
borders, and this is actually a reflection of a real-life 
European travel experience. 

 • This map can also help to illustrate why Europe is 
such a popular destination for Syrian refugees during 
the recent crisis, as Europe is located so close to Syria 
and travel between some of the countries (but not 
all) is quite simple once they arrive on the continent.

Using “Ticket to Ride: Europe” in a Classroom 
Setting

This activity would act as an excellent hook for explaining 
a variety of travel-related topics such as the Schengen Area, 
train travel, and proximity of European destinations to one 
another and to other regions of the world. The activity can 
also help students to think critically about planning efficient 
and cost-effective travel itineraries. This game is also very 
engaging for all students, as many students who have not 
traveled to Europe have the opportunity to dream of future 
travel plans, while students who have gone to Europe can 
provide additional insight into how travel between Euro-
pean nations may differ from travel between, for instance, 
Canada and the United States. 

CGG3O - Resource Review: Ticket to Ride
(Europe Edition)
David Bolsby, Teacher
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The class can be split into groups of 5-6 students, and one 
board game would be required for each group. Each group 
would play their game, and then once the games are completed 
the teacher would shift the focus of the lesson to discuss how 
the game can relate to real-life scenarios. The teacher could 
use a socrative format to ask students whether they believe 
travel across Europe is this simple in real life, and this could 
lead to exploration of the Schengen and European Economic 
Areas, as well as travel restrictions such as tourist visas that 
are required for countries such as Russia. The teacher should 
also question students about why some routes were easier to 
complete than others in the game (mountainous routes in 
the game require extra cards to move their trains, thereby 
reflecting actual environmental barriers). 

The lesson could conclude with students completing either 
an exit ticket or an explanatory paragraph that address the 
concepts they learned about in this lesson. Students would be 
required to make connections and think critically about how 
the game they played can both represent or skew the realities 
of European travel. These assessments would serve as forma-
tive evaluations, which would be analyzed by the teacher and 
used for discussion and review the following lesson. 

Strengths
• A fun and engaging way to expose students to European 

destinations and rail travel

• Gives students the opportunity to plan travel itineraries

• Highlights ease of international travel in Europe due to 
the Schengen agreement

• Can be played at least twice in a 75-80 minute lesson

• A hands-on experience that is ideal for kinaesthetic 
learners

• Illustrates the difficulty of traveling by train through 
mountainous regions

• Demonstrates the close proximity of European cities 
and landmarks

• Other versions of the board game are available if stu-
dents want to try different maps (ex. United States and 
Canada, India, Switzerland, Nordic Countries)

Weaknesses
• Board game can sometimes be expensive to purchase

• Several board games will be needed so everyone in the 
class can play the game

• The game includes many small train pieces and cards, 
and so losing pieces or cards may be a concern

• Set-up and explanation of the rules of the board game 
may take at least 5-10 minutes, and this must be ac-
counted for when lesson planning.
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The Old Farts Geography Association (OFGA)
Wayne Andrews and Hal Bowen, two retired Old Farts

They came back!  

You could see them coming out through the mists of the inter-drumlin 
swamps. From the four corners of the Land Between. They had railed 
against Capes and Bays and insisted that “Local Studies” was where it was 
at. They maintained the belief that GIS and GPS were the forms of Gov-
ernment Social Assistance that would continue to make them relevant 
contributing members of society.

They were the brigade of Old Geographers known as the Old Fart’s 
Geography Association.(OFGA.) They had summarily dismissed the title 
of Old Methane Geography Association as too pretentious. After all they 
worked in the Public System in the Hay Feverish days of Geographic 
Education.

Now they are back in harness. Looking to have a Fall Conference and a 
Spring Conference, they assembled every six months to re-live the glory 
days of OAGEE, the PGA (Peterborough Geography Association), the 
RCGS, and the classrooms and lecture theatres. They dug out Corduroy 
Sports Jackets and Chino Slacks, shaking the chalk dust from the sleeves 
and cuffs. They were ready to go. Turn on the 35mm Kodak slide projec-
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tors and the 16mm Movie Projectors. Light up the Overhead 
Projectors and crank up the Ditto Fluid in the Mimeograph 
machines. The Geographers were back with their worn film 
canister of the Rise and Fall of the Great Lakes and slides of 
End(less) moraines.

They had come from all points of the compass to teach in 
the Land Between. It was natural for those interested in “the 
Land” to arrive at the Contact Zone where the glacially polished 
granite of the Canadian Shield dipped under the old limestone 
seabeds. The Finger Lakes of the Kawarthas pointed to the firm 
rounded drumlins and long winding eskers. They could round 
up an eager group and whisk them into the school yard or 
down the street to the local stream before the Insurance ten-
tacles penetrated the classrooms. “Map your classroom and you 
can map the world” was mantra heard round the school worlds.

They implemented the Robarts Plan and the Living and Learn-
ing Plan. They taught through Rae Days and Snoblen Crises. 
And they exited by the “85 Factor Chute” which did not value 
the wisdom of the Elders in the classroom.

And now, they are back. Together again. Meetings are held 
in wheel chair accessible settings, Defibs available to Wait staff, 
the Recording Secretary has no Computer, no laptop, no cell 
phone, no answering machine, goes to Portugal for 6 months….
and yet the meetings go on.

The door is open, although the membership requirements 
are stiff;

1. You must consider yourself an “Old Fart”. 

2. You must consider yourself a geographer. 

Join the movement now by contacting Twitter @GeoOldFarts
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The Autumn weather was great for OAGEE ‘s Fall Con-
ference on Friday November 9th and Saturday November 
10, 2018 at Ridley College in St. Catharines, Ontario. The 
theme of the conference was “ 
The Language of Geography” 
-  Graphicacy and Geographical 
Thinking Concepts.

When Jonathan Fletcher, VP 
Geotechnologies for OAGEE and 
the Committee were putting the 
conference together they were 
thinking about Graphicacy as 
defined in “Webster’s dictionary as 
the ability to understand, use, or gener-
ate graphic images ( such as maps and 
diagrams).” As Jonathan says “this 
is what we as geographers teach our 
students to do. Maps are more than 
a picture. They can communicate 
complex information visually in an 
easy to understand manner. With 
them we can apply the concepts of 
Geographical Thinking.“ The OAGEE 
Fall Conference related this theme 

“The Language of Geography”: Graphicacy and 
Geographical Thinking Concepts
- 2018 OAGEE Fall Conference
Linda Gollick OAGEE Regional Councillor, Region 14, Metropolitan Toronto - Catholic
Photos by Linda Gollick, Gary Birchall, & Shawn Hughes.

in the Keynote Speaker’s address as 
well as the workshops.

The keynote speaker Adam Shoalts, 
who is the Explorer in Residence for 
the Royal Canadian Geographical 
Society, talked about his journey into 
northern Canada for fours months 
by canoe. He has written about his 
adventure in a book called “Alone 
against the North - An expedition 
into the unknown.”

With over forty workshops to choose 
from, it was challenging to include 
all the ones you wanted into your 
schedule.          

Angela Alexander from ESRI 
Canada guided us through a “Col-
laborative Field Study: To Collect, 
Analyze, and Communicate our 
data with ArcGIS.”

Daryl Scott shared with us his lessons 
“Ready to use Lessons and Strategies 

for teaching the Concepts of Geographic Thinking”. His 
brother, David Scott, shared his lessons of “Ready to use 
Google Activities for Grade 9 Geography.”

RCGS Giant Floor Map

Adam Shoalts at the reception desk signs copies of his book



Volume 69, Issue No. 4, 201824

THE MONOGRAPH

Jennifer Dowson talked about “The benefits of becoming 
a National Geographic Certified Educator”. One of the 
certification goals is to “develop new strategies for teaching 
about the world in innovative, interdisciplinary ways.” Check 
out the following website for more information.

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/profes-
sional-development/educator-certification/

Zoe Flatman talked about “ The New Elections Canada 

Suite of Resources.” Go to http://
elections.ca - New Educational 
Resources - and view Geography 
of Elections, understanding ridings 
as electoral communities and access 
activities and Federal Electoral Maps.

Kingsley Hurlington workshop 
on the “Geography of Food- A Deli-
cious take on Regional Geography” 
included food and nutrition and the 
links to jobs in the food industry.

The field trip to “The Landscape of 
Nations: The Six Nations and Native 
Allies Commemorative Memorial” 
at Queenston Heights Park is an art 
installation that as we walk through 
takes us on “The experience of Place: 
a Cultural and Historical Journey” 
which includes a memory circle and 
longhouse. This memorial “recognizes 
the role of First Nations in the War of 
1812 and the historic ceremony of rec-

onciliation that took place after the war, on Aug. 31 and Sept. 
1, 1815. It restored peace among Indigenous nations who fought 
against each other during the skirmish.”

The Konzelmann Estate winery field trip took us to 
“Niagara’s Only Lakefront Winery Located on the Shores 
of Lake Ontario” tour included the vineyard and the wine 
making facilities.

The registrants package included a poster for the OAGEE 
Fall 2019 conference that was devel-
oped by Randy Wilkie, an OAGEE 
councillor. The title of the poster 
“Inspired by Geography, defined 
by you” shows images of the Great 
Lakes, Ganges Delta and Antarctic 
Ice Shelf. On the back are lessons on 
Air Photo Interpretation, Types of 
Air Photographs, Case Studies and 
satellite photographs to ask “Why 
is What Where?”

Congratulations go to Kim Wal-
lace on receiving OAGEE’s Award 
of Distinction “for her commitment 
and outstanding contribution in 
advancing, promoting, and improving 
the quality of Geography education in 
the province of Ontario” as an educa-
tor in the classroom; as Education 
Officer at the Ontario Ministry of 
Education as the project lead for 
the Canadian and World Studies 
(CWS) curriculum review; co-author 
of three textbooks that have been 
used in Geography classes across 
the province; participated in the 
development of the St. John’s 

   Ewan Geddes, Lew French, and Paul Hackl enjoy a laugh

Six Nations War Captains at the Battle of Queenston Heights  
- John Norton and John Brant
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The Konzelmaan Estate Winery bottling area

Declaration with the purpose of 
advancing geographic education in 
Canada. Kim was elected as a Fellow 
of the Royal Canadian Geographic 
Society (RCGS) and was the Ontario 
representative for Canadian Geo-
graphic Education, the educational 
committee of the RCGS, an active 
member of The Ontario Association 
for Geographic and Environmental 
Education (OAGEE) and Halton’s 
representative on the Ontario Geog-
raphy Consultants Association. She 
was a recipient of The Royal Cana-
dian Geographical Society (RCGS) 
inaugural Louie Kamookak Medal for 
her support of “RCGS’s educational 
mission to strengthen geographic edu-
cation in the classroom and to increase 
public awareness of the importance of 
geographical literacy.”

Thank you to - The Conference Committee - Jonathan Fletcher, Melanie Bourque, Christina Dero, Maria Gountzounis, 
Paul Hackl, Spencer Martin, Sarah Murdoch, Lorraine Upham, Lindsay Warner, Andrew White, and Ling Wong who helped 
make this great conference happen.
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American Geosciences Institute - Education Geosource
A major resource available free to teachers of the Earth Sciences, Geology, and Physical Geography. Interested? Visit and 
explore the website at https://www.americangeosciences.org/education
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A History of Canada in Ten Maps: Epic Stories of Charting a Mysterious Land

Adam Shoults

Douglas and McIntyre, 2017

ISBN  978-0-670-06948-0 (hardcover), ISBN 978 -0-14-319400-2 (EPUB)

307 pp, Chapters: $32.48 (hardcover), $19.77 (paperback), $13.99 (Kobo eBook)

BOOK REVIEW

As I have mentioned in pre-
vious OAGEE book reviews, I 
am, as a Geography Educator, 
naturally drawn to book titles 
which include the word MAPS. 
This one is no exception. 
A fellow geographer highly 
recommended it. Further, I 
mentioned it to another Ge-
ography Educator-friend who 
said he had recently read it and 
enjoyed it. Further still, I re-
cently learned that the author, 
Adam Schoalts, is currently 
Geographer in Residence at the 
Royal Canadian Geographical 
Society.

Based on these recommenda-
tions, I was anxious to investi-
gate what Shoalts had to say. I 
was not disappointed.

(Editor’s Note: obviously Dick 
wrote this review before Adam 
Shouts was the Keynote Speaker at 
the past OAGEE Fall Conference 
in St. Catharines).

As advertised, the book is 
built around ten key maps 
which the author uses to 
weave his narrative on how 
the “image” or map of what 
we know today as Canada 
evolved/emerged over about a thousand years - beginning 
with the Vikings and ending with the exploration of the 
Arctic coastline in the 19th century.

The book includes coloured reproductions of ten maps, 
researched and found in libraries/archives around the world, 
used to illustrate the evolution of Canada. The final image, 
# 11, is of the author (I assume) portaging his canoe along 
a Canadian river. This is appropriate as it is symbolic of the 
mode of transportation used by most explorers/geographers 
who are profiled in this readable and entertaining book.

The book itself is organized into ten chapters, each focussed 
chronologically around an individual and this person’s 
contribution in stitching together the eventual mosaic of 
images necessary to provide us today with the map we know 
as Canada. The sequence naturally leads from east to west 

and finally to the north. The 
ten chapters include:

- Ch.1 - The Vikings: The Sk-
alholt Map - (1590) Islandic 
map of part of the East coast 
of North America

- Ch.2 - The Birth of Canada 
- Pierre Desceliers’ (1550) 
map of what was known 
of the New World based on 
Jaques Cartier’s explorations 

- Ch. 3. - Champlain’s Map 
of New France (1632)

- Ch. 4 - The Rise and Fall of 
the French Empire  based 
on Jaques-Nicolas Bellin’s 
map of North America in 
(1755)

- Ch. 5 - Peter Pond’s Map 
of the Northwest (1790)

- Ch. 6 - Samuel Hearne’s 
Map of the Coppermine 
River (1795)

- Ch. 7 - First Across North 
America: Alexander Mack-
enzie’s Quest (1801)

- Ch. 8 - David Thompson’s 
Demons (1814)

- Ch. 9 - Canada’s Bloodi-
est Battlefield: The Siege 
of Fort Erie (1814) War of 
1812-14

- Ch. 10 - Canada’s Heart of Darkness: Mapping the 
Arctic Frontier (1828) - John Franklin

In each chapter the author has skillfully used the “map” as 
a device to weave the narrative of how the “map” in question 
added another dimension to what was known and gradu-
ally reduced the amount of terra incognito, which in itself 
drove these explorers to seek answers to what lay beyond 
the next bend of the river.

In the process of relating each chapter story, the author 
presents a clear and unvarnished picture of the personality 
of the person or persons who were the focus of each chapter. 
In addition, the “reality” of exploration during these time 
periods is presented in quite graphic often harrowing terms. 
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The Monograph needs you!- desperately

A HISTORY OF CANADA IN TEN MAPS tells the story of 
the mysterious land that came to be called “Canada” like 
it’s never been told before.

EVERY MAP TELLS A STORY. And every map has a purpose 
- it invites us to go somewhere we’ve never been. It’s an ac-
count of what we know, but also a trace of what we long for.

A History of Canada in Ten Maps conjures the world as 
it appeared to those who were called upon to map it. What 
would the new world look like to wandering Vikings, who 
thought they had drifted into a land of mythical creatures? 
Or to Samuel de Champlain, who had no idea of the vast-
ness of the landmass just beyond the treeline? 

Adam Schoalts, one of Canada’s foremost explorers, tells 
the stories behind these centuries-old maps, and how they 
shaped what eventually became “Canada”.

It’s a story that will surprise readers, and reveal the Canada 
we never knew was hidden. It brings to life the characters 
and bloody disputes that forged our history, by showing 
us what the world looked like before it entered the history 
books. Combining storytelling, cartography, Geography, 
archeology, and of course history, this book shows us the 
country in a way we have never seen it before.

…or more specifically, it needs your articles, lesson plans, ideas, 
book or media reviews, geo travel

destinations, websites with new or exciting classroom resources…

So send your submissions to the Editor and help 
to ensure The Monograph continues its tradition 
of sharing resources to maintain a strong and 
important place for Geography in the Ontario 
curriculum.

If you need help preparing your submission, 
contact the Editor by email, fax, mail, or phone:

Gary Birchall
Email: gbirch@cogeco.ca
Phone  (905) 304-6534

Take a moment to look in the bottom right hand corner of 
this page. Notice the issue # and date and then the date as 
you read this issue of The Monograph?

What you should see is that each issue of the The Monograph 
is coming out later and later! Why? - because there is a 
serious shortage of submissions - articles, activities, news 
items, reviews, new geographic resources to name a few.

As Editor for 32 years, I know this situation has very seldom 
happened in the past and given the enthusiasm I see at every 
conference and OAGEE event, I find it hard to believe that 
there aren’t some terrific geographic lessons, etc., being used 
in classrooms across the province.. 

As an armchair reader in 2018, such as myself, one has to 
marvel at how these intrepid explorers and their aboriginal 
colleagues, had the “true grit” to perceive and actually sur-
vive as they worked to push “the curtain of the unknown” 
further and further westward and north.

All and all this was a great read. It is also a book which I 
would highly recommend to any Geography educator who 
is involved with teaching a Geography of Canada course, at 
any level - elementary, secondary or post secondary, as the 
book does a great job of telling some of the great stories of 
how our nation evolved. These are stories which, even in 
the electronic/digital age, our young people need to hear 
and be inspired by as they set out to seek the next genera-
tion of frontiers. It is my belief, that it was visual images, 
sketched out by the stories told during class, that created 
lasting memories on the part of students - and hopefully 
stimulated many of them to go on to explore what was 
beyond their own horizon.

Submitted by

Dickson Mansfield, retired Geography Educator, past presi-
dent of OAGEE and Fellow of the RCGS.

The Publisher’s note on the book jacket.
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One of the things that I enjoy as a retired Geography 
teacher is doing more reading for enjoyment. This means 
reading more fiction; however, I still manage to include a 
reasonable portion of non-fiction in my annual reading list. 
Over the past few years I have been able to enjoy between 
30 and 45 books each year, depending on what else is going 
on in my life.

As a geographer, I always encouraged my high school stu-
dents to read widely, fiction and non-fiction. I am not so sure 
I would have as receptive an audience today as I did when 
I was in the classroom. I even provided an opportunity for 
students to use their extra-curricular, or other course required 
reading, as a means of completing an optional Geography 
assignment - with some parameters, of course. What I would 
do is have the students describe the sense of “place” in the 
book they selected - after we had discussed the concept of 
course. In other words I was encouraging them to use the eyes 
of a “Geographer” when reading a book. I used to explain that 
reading opened windows to the world for me and, in the long 
term whetted my appetite for travel when the opportunity 
and budget permitted. To illustrate the idea, I would read 
a few selected pages from a favourite book where I felt the 
author had painted a partially vivid image of the place where 
the story/action was unfolding. 

Over the years, reading books introduced me to many dif-
ferent countries and cultures. In addition, when I watched 
movies, TV programs, or visited countries I had previously 
read about, I then had a built-in perspective or template 
against which to think about these countries/places. In some 
instances, I felt that I could almost visualize or even smell 
the places being described.

The question sometimes comes up as to how do I decide 
on what books to read in any given year? The simple answer 
is: a) I often talk about books over lunch with friends and as 
a result numerous titles are recommended and subsequently 
shared with me; b) certain authors I have come to know and 
like their stuff, so when I learn of a new release, I usually 
seek it out to learn more about it and then either purchase 
it, borrow it, or get it from the library; c) I am a sucker for 
the book section in the Globe and Mail so manage to stay 
tuned regarding new releases; d) I am a sucker for book stores 
and have no trouble spending an hour perusing their shelves, 
periodically uncovering a title which I can’t seem to resist; 
e) I have to admit that if a title with the word “Geography” 
in it shows up, it usually catches my eye; and f) if we have 
any trips being planned, I am usually motivated to explore 
books related to our destination - travel books, fiction, his-
tory, political, etc.

While reading, I maintain a file on the computer entitled 
“Books Enjoyed in 20XX” where I record subjective ratings 
based on how much I enjoyed the book in question along 

BOOK REVIEWS & MUSINGS
The Armchair Traveller

with succinct information on each, as shown in the chart 
on the next page.

During 2017, I read a total of 32 different books. The 
number varies from year to year. In some instances, the books 
in question took me to countries/places I have had the privi-
lege of visiting at one time or another. In others, I was being 
introduced to unexpected locations, and sometimes areas, 
that are on my personal “bucket list”. In most instances, such 
“visits” in this category have made me all the more interested 
in moving such places higher up on the bucket list. In some 
ways, this is a two way street - visiting places often stimulates 
my reading before/after, plus reading about places near/far 
may also stimulate my interest in visiting such places. 

I have not done this before; however, just for fun, I went over 
my 2017 listing to see how many countries I had visited over 
the past 12 months. Not every book fits into a neat category 
as some dealt with global issues. Nevertheless, my armchair 
travelling took me to North America, South America, Europe, 
Asia, Africa and Australia - and that was not even planned. 
These reading trips took me to about 20 different countries 
and regions, some of them several times. In addition, some 
books focused entirely on a particular city in a given country 
e.g. Moscow, New York City, London, Santa Barbara CA, and 
Casablanca. I will not attempt to chronicle each and every 
book read, along with my personal bias about it. If any reader 
is interested in viewing the list, my 2017 list is included on 
the next couple of pages. Despite the statement above, I will 
share one title - Van Loon’s Geography: The Story of the World 
we live in (1932). This is a rather eclectic book written by a 
renowned author/academic of his time. It was fascinating 
to see how the world and its peoples/places were described/
interpreted some 85 years ago - viewed of course through my 
lens of 2018. This book is long out of print and was difficult 
to track down; however, thanks to a friend who is a research 
librarian, we were able to unearth this tome in the bowels 
of the local university - probably destined these days for the 
dumpster along with so many old hardback books these days.

I have to wonder if any of this is still of any interest/value to 
Geography educators who are still in the classroom. I appre-
ciate that electronic vehicles as the Internet, Facebook and 
Google have resulted in a sea change in how students, and 
teachers, can access/assess images and information about the 
world around us. Nevertheless, I hope that another “window 
to the world” via reading books and magazines will still trigger 
interest and imagination on the part of young people such 
that they will be motivated, when the opportunity arises, 
to explore the real world be it their immediate community, 
province, country, or continent. 

Here is to enjoyable/interesting reading and travelling to 
everyone - young and old!

Respectfully submitted by Dickson Mansfield - retired 
Geography Educator
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1 Title: In Arabian Nights: A Caravan of Moroccan 
Dreams @ 379pp *****

Author: Tahir Shaw (2008) - see also 2016 #32

Category: non fiction/history/culture - musings on 
life, living and travel in Morocco - lots of story telling

Era/Time Period: tour of contemporary Morocco

2 Title: Pharaoh: A novel of Ancient Egypt @ 408pp 2016

Author: Wilbur Smith (2016) ****

Category: fiction - continuation of the story of the 
sage Tatia and his adventures “behind the throne” 
in the time of the Pharaoh Rameses

Era/Time Period: ancient Egypt - Luxor, Nile Delta, 
Greek Islands and the Red Sea

3 Title: Thrice the Brindled Cat Hath Mew’d: A Flavia 
de Luce Mystery @ 303pp (CPPL) ***

Author: Alan Bradley (2016) - #11 in the series

Category: fiction - Flavia continues to solve murders.

Era/Time Period: England in the early 1950s

4 Title: With Open Arms: Short Stories of Misadven-
tures in Morocco @ 95pp ***

Author: Matthew Félix (2016)

Category: non fiction - record of two trips to various 
parts of Morocco with varying degrees of success/
satisfaction

Era/Time Period: contemporary Morocco

5 Title: Dreams of Trespass: Tales of a Harem Girl-
hood @ 242pp *****

Author: Fatima Mernissi (1994)

Category: non fiction story of this person’s life grow-
ing up in a closed harem in Fez

Era/Time Period: 1940-1990s Morocco esp. Fez

6 Title: Do Not Say We Have Nothing @ 463pp *****

Author: Madeleine Thien (2016)

Category: fiction - life of three different musicians in 
China during the Cultural Revolution

Era/Time Period: Vancouver, Canada and China from 
the late 40s through contemporary times.

7. Title: The Whistler @ 374pp ****

Author: John Grisham (2016)

Category: fiction - crooked judge works with local 
mafia and Indian band to skim off casino profits)

Era/Time Period: contemporary USA - Florida

8 Title: Morocco Travel Guide (2014?) CCPL

9 Title: The Vinal Cafe Notebooks @ 344pp *****

Author: Stuart McLean (2010)

Category: non fiction - vignettes of life and observa-
tions, large and small across Canada 

Era/Time Period: 1990s-2010 

10 Title: One Thousand and One Nights: a retelling @ 
288pp ****

Author: Hanan Al-Shayka (2011)

Category: fiction/history - a retelling of 19 of the stories 
from the 1001 nights stories featuring Shaharazad

Era/Time Period: Ancient Middle East

11 Title: The Woman in Cabin 10 @ 340pp ***

Author: Ruth Wise (2016)

Category: fiction - murder on an exclusive cruise 
boat in the North Sea along the Scandinavian coast

Era/Time Period: contemporary UK, North Sea and Norway

12 Title: The Couturier of Milan: An Ava Lee Novel - 
the Triad Years @380pp - book #10 in the series ****

Author: Ian Hamilton (2017)

Category: fiction - fierce competition for control in the 
fashion industry between the Italian and Chinese Mafia

Era/Time Period: contemporary UK, Milan, Italy, 
China, Hong Kong and Macau

13 Title: The Rosie Project @ 324pp ****

Author: Graeme Simsion (2013) 

Category: fiction - neurotic genetics professor (aka 
Sheldon Cooper - Big Bang Theory) tries to find a wife 

Era/Time Period: contemporary Melbourne Australia 
and New York City

14 Title: The Rosie Effect @ 3 41pp - sequel to The Rosie 
Project ****

Author: Graeme Simsion (2014)

Category: fiction - builds on the previous book - now 
married, in NYC and a baby on the way

Era/Time Period: contemporary NYC

15 Title: The Orphan’s Tale @ 342pp *****

Author: Pam Janoff (2017) 

Category: fiction - story of two women from differ-
ent backgrounds who end up as aerialists in a circus 
- each has secrets 

Era/Time Period: France & Germany in later stages of WWII

Book Review and Musings - Books Enjoyed in 2017

Book Ratings Chart
*****  

Fantastic
**** 

Great
*** 

Worthwhile Read
** 

Marginal Read
* 

Don’t Bother
DNF 

Did Not Finish
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16 Title: Barkskins @ 713pp NBF!!!

Author: Annie Proux (2016)

Category: fiction

Era/Time Period: history of the timber industry in 
Canada in the 19-20th century

17 Title: The Nazi Officer’s Wife @ 305pp ****

Author: Edith Hahn Beer with Susan Dworkin (1999)

Category: how a Jewish woman survives the war by 
pretending to be be Arian and marrying a Nazi officer

Era/Time Period: 1930s-40s Europe - pre to post WWII

18 Title: The Return of History: Conflict, Migration, and 
Geopolitics in the 21st Century @ 295pp plus notes ****

Author: Jennifer Welsh (2016) - CBC Massey Lectures

Category: non-fiction 

Era/Time Period: contemporary world geo-political 
analysis - focus on the Middle East scene

19 Title: Van Loon’s Geography: The Story of the World 
We Live In @ 504pp incl. maps and illustrations ***

Author: Hendrick Willem van Loon (1932)

Category: selective non-fiction history/geography

Era/Time Period: world history to the then present

20 Title: War Cry @ 496pp *****

Author: Wilbur Smith and David Churchill (2017)

Category: fiction - continuation of the Courtney series (315)

Era/Time Period: pre WW1-WW2 in East Africa 
(Kenya), North Africa, South Africa, Germany and UK

21 Title: In This Grave Hour - A Mazie Dobbs Novel 
@ 332pp ***

Author: Jacqueline Winspear (2017)

Category: fiction - crime investigator tracks down 
a Belgian murder as well as tracing a child refugee

Era/Time Period: UK and Belgium in September 1939

22 Title: A Gentleman in Moscow @ 462pp *****++

Author: Amor Towles (2016) - 2nd novel

Category: fiction - the life of a former aristocrat sen-
tenced to stay within the walls of the Metropol hotel

Era/Time Period: Moscow in 1920s through the 1950s

23 Title: The Little Old Lady Behaving Badly @ 492pp ***

Author: Catharina Ingelman-Sundberg (2016)

Category: fiction - the League of Pensioners strikes again 
stealing from the rich and giving to deserving people 
- robbing banks and stealing yachts from the Mafia

Era/Time Period: contemporary Sweden

24 Title: Rules of Civility @ 335pp ******

Author: Amor Towles (2011) - 1st novel

Category: fiction - a journey through the four seasons 
through the eyes of one woman and friends of various 
social and economic levels 

Era/Time Period: New York City 1938

25 Title: The Good Earth @ 357pp *****

Author: Pearl S. Buck (1931)

Category: fiction - life of a peasant family in rural northern 
China including relationships within an extended family 
and the impact of climate/weather on rural farming life

Era/Time Period: early part of the 20th century - 
feudal China

26 Title: Glass Houses @ 388pp *****

Author: Louise Penny (2017) - #13 in the Inspector 
Gamache series - Great read!!!

Category: fiction- efforts to curtail the growing drug 
(Fentenyl) trade

Era/Time Period: present Quebec-Montreal & Three 
Pines

27 Title: The Light Keeper’s Daughter @ 307pp **** 

Author: Jean E. Penziwol (2017)

Category: fiction - history/story of twin sisters growing 
up on a light house and subsequent tangles of life, 
ending up at a nursing home where a young woman 
in trouble with the law meets one of the sisters 

Era/Time Period: 1920s - present on Lake Superior, 
light house near Thunder Bay

28 Title: Y is for Yesterday @ 483pp ***

Author: Sue Grafton (2017)

Category: fiction - teenage murder - follow-up and 
consequences 10 years later

Era/Time Period: present Santa Barbara CA

29 Title: The Alice Network @ 503pp ****

Author: Kate Quinn (2017)

Category: fiction - WW1&11 - female spies

Era/Time Period:  1915 UK and France, 1947 UK & 
France

30 Title: A Column of Fire @ 909pp *****

Author: Ken Follett (2017)

Category: fiction - #3 in the Kingsbridge series - #1 
- The Pillars of the Earth, #2 - World Without End - 
spying and religious intrigue in the era of Elizabeth 
I, Spanish Armada and Guy Fawkes 

Era/Time Period: UK/France/Spain/Netherlands 
1558-1620

31 Title: Origin @ 456pp ***

Author: Dan Brown (2017)

Category: fiction - a Robert Langdon novel

Era/Time Period: contemporary Spain

32 Title: Death in the Andes @ 276pp ***

Author: Mario Vargas Llosa (1993)

Category: fiction - Shining Path insurgency in the Andes

Era/Time Period:1970s-80s in the Andes of Peru
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