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Changing Your Address?

Special Note: Don’t forget to 
forward any change of address to  
O.A.G.E.E. c/o Becker Associ-
ates, 10 Morrow Avenue, Suite 
202, Toronto, ON M6R 2J1. This 
applies particularly to pre-service 
student members. This will ensure 
that you receive a full annual set 
of issues of The Monograph.

Summer Institute,
July 5 to 8

OAGEE, Ryerson University, 
Esri Canada, the Toronto Dis-
trict School Board are offering a 
Summer Institute in July. If you 
are interested, take a look at the 
Announcement on p 5 of this issue 
of The Monograph. A Registration 
Form is also included on p 6. This 
is a great professional development 
opportunity.
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President’s Message
Shawn Hughes, Kawartha Pine Ridge District School Board

Almost there! This seems to be a common chant that I’ve 
been hearing from colleagues lately. I hope that everyone 
is looking forward to a well-deserved summer break. Last 
summer my family had the opportunity to explore the East 
Coast. This summer we are preparing for the long journey to 
the West Coast as we continue our tour of this magnificent 
and majestic country. 

Currently, OAGEE is involved in another cross-Canada ini-
tiative. Several of our members have been actively involved 
in the preliminary planning stages for revising the Canadian 
National Standards for Geography: A Standards-Based 
Guide to K-12 Geography published by Canadian Geographic 
Education in 2001. 

http://www.cangeoeducation.ca/programs/geography-
standards/default.asp

Can Geo Education hopes to have a range of writers and 
reviewers from across Canada. However, identifying dedicated 
“Geography teachers” in many provinces and territories can 
be challenging. Throughout most of Canada, Geography is 
offered as part of an interdisciplinary Social Studies program 
and can get lost within the course’s content. 

A huge thank you to Gary Birchall and his team of Trish 
and Ron Fulton, Maria Gountzounis, and Richard Mossuto 
for a very successful 2016 OAGEE Spring Conference! Teachers 
enjoyed an excellent presentation by David Galbraith, Head 
of Science at the Royal Botanical Gardens and Peter Kelly and 
Kestrel Wraggett provided guided trail walks through the evolv-
ing EcoPark System in the morning. In the afternoon, Chris 
Hamilton, Outreach Coordinator of the Giant’s Rib Escarpment 
Education Network (GREEN), led the group on a hike from Tews 
Falls to Dundas Peak along the Niagara Escarpment. The last 
stop, on a beautiful day, occurred at the Interpretive Centre 
for the Giant’s Rib with Ken Hall, who has devoted a lifetime 
to educating the public about the Niagara Escarpment World 
Biosphere Reserve. 

We are very excited for the 2016 OAGEE Fall Conference at 
Trinity College School (TCS) on November 11th and 12th. TCS 
offers a beautiful campus and amazing facility located in the 
small town of Port Hope, which is situated about an hour’s drive 
from Toronto. Our 2016 Conference Coordinator @ TCS, Cory 
McKercher, has proven to be extremely capable and organized. 
The Call for Presenters for the 2016 OAGEE Fall Conference 
at TCS is open until July 31st 2016.          

We seek to bring the conference to a region near you year 
after year. Unlike most subject associations, we do not have our 
conference at the same location every year. TCS has graciously 
made their facility available to us on the north shore of Lake 
Ontario in Northumberland County. Unlike the location of the 
OAGEE Fall Conference, our conference team is consistent. The 
reliable team of brilliant volunteers that handle our registrants, 
exhibitors, and presenters at upcoming conferences includes: 

Mike Farley, University of Toronto Schools (UTS). 2015 
OAGEE Fall Conference Coordinator

Paul Hackl, TDSB. 2014 OAGEE Fall Conference Coordinator

Ling Wong, TDSB. 2014 OAGEE Fall Conference Coordinator

Currently, OAGEE is actively engaged in several initiatives 
including Financial Literacy, Problem-based Learning, Bilingual 
Geography Resources, and GIS/GPS certification. We hope to 
highlight some of these resources at our upcoming confer-
ence as well as promote the annual Skills Canada Ontario 
GIS Competition, which showcases secondary students’ GIS 
capabilities (GIS is STEM!). 

This is a crucial time for Geography in Ontario. You can make 
a difference! We hope to see you at these great opportunities for 
current and relevant professional development sponsored by 
OAGEE. Please take the time to support OAGEE, your subject 
association, by purchasing a Department membership with 
whatever is left of your budget this school year. We need your 
help in Ontario so that Geography can SURVIVE & THRIVE. 
Take an active role in your profession by becoming an OAGEE 
member today at www.oagee.org

Shawn Hughes   

President, OAGEE     

shawn_hughes@kprdsb.ca 
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Order/Information from:

Kimberly Information 
Services Ltd.

36 Secinaro Avenue
Ancaster, ON L9G 0C6
Phone: 905-304-7779
FAX: 905-304-7779
Email: kis16@cogeco.ca

Contact us by email for a
pdf file of our Order Form.

Timesaver Curriculum Series

Key Features

� consistent structure 
throughout

� literacy and numeracy 
focus

� inquiry-based activities
using the Concepts of
Geographic Thinking 

� relevant and interesting 
topics and strategies

� accommodates wide 
range of learners

� ready to use with all 
necessary resources

� black line masters & full 
colour QuickTime
movie presentations on 
CD and DVD

� pdf files of all Teacher 
and Student pages 
included in the binder

All 5 Units - $500.00

* plus 5% HST and $25.00
 Shipping/Handling

CGC1P
Applied and Essentials

Implementation Package

Geography of Canada

 Available

      N
ow!

2013 Revised Edition

12 1
2

3

4
5

67
8

9
10

11

In addition, your $500.00* investment includes:
•  90+ stand-alone classroom-tested activities;
•  15+ full colour QuickTime presentation movies;
•  900+ full colour JPEG files of the photos used
 in ALL units for use by you or your students;
•  Blackline masters and resources for ALL activities;
•  Lesson Plans & Answer Sheets for ALL activities.

For purchasers of the first edition, a package of only
CDs & DVDs that includes all reorganized/revised pages and
new activities included in the revised edition, plus all of the above
features, is available as an UPDATE PACKAGE for $150*.
Note that:
• 90% of the activities come from the previous edition, some of

which have been updated or revised;
• activities have been added to address new expectations.

The CGC1P Grade 9 Issues in Canadian Geography in the
2013 Revision of the Canadian & World Studies, Grades 9
& 10 document is a multi-layered and complex document.

If you are looking for a resource that addresses many of
the implementation requirements of this curriculum, then 
this is your best bet.

This package of over 90 differentiated, inquiry-based, 
self-contained, and classroom tested activities:
• is organized into the five strands identified in the document;
• addresses ALL of the Overall and Specific Expectations;
• gives the Achievement Levels, Concepts of Geographic

Thinking, Map, Globe, and Graphic Skills, and Literacy
and Numeracy Skills addressed by each activity;

• includes Answer Sheets for ALL activities, a major feature
if your department has cross-over teachers with little or no
geographic background;

• includes differentiated instruction for Applied & Essential
 level students.
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Fall Conference 2016 
Port Hope, ON 

POWER OF THE MAP 
 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

 

-  DELAGATE REGISTRATION - 
 @ oagee.org (July to November) 

Early bird specials available 
 
 

	  
	  

	  

Trinity	  College	  School	  is	  proud	  to	  host	  the	  2016	  Fall	  OAGEE	  Conference	  and	  we	  look	  forward	  to	  your	  
participation.	  Located	  mid-‐way	  between	  Toronto	  and	  Kingston,	  just	  off	  the	  401	  and	  on	  a	  sprawling	  beautiful	  
campus,	  the	  conference	  promises	  to	  be	  both	  innovative	  and	  dynamic	  for	  all	  those	  who	  attend.	  	  

	  

***Why	  not	  make	  a	  weekend	  out	  of	  it	  and	  experience	  quaint	  Northumberland	  County***	  
	  

The	  working	  theme	  of	  the	  conference	  this	  year	  is	  “Power	  of	  the	  Map”.	  
	  

New	  and	  updated	  information	  will	  be	  available	  online	  –	  check	  back	  often.	  
	  

Presenters,	  Exhibitors	  and	  Sponsors	  are	  reminded	  to	  register	  ASAP!	  
	  

 
	  

Explore	  over	  40	  workshops	  and	  field	  trips	  for	  Grades	  7-‐12,	  including	  sessions	  on	  the	  new	  Junior/Senior	  
curriculum,	  geo-‐technology	  &	  map-‐based	  learning,	  French	  language	  resources,	  field	  studies,	  geo-‐literacy	  &	  

numeracy,	  geoSTEM,	  game-‐based	  learning,	  aboriginal	  issues,	  ecological	  &	  sustainability	  awareness,	  
international	  trips,	  urbanism,	  inquiry-‐based	  learning,	  global	  citizenship,	  differentiated	  learning,	  assessment	  

&	  evaluation,	  culminating	  tasks,	  classroom	  strategies,	  resources	  and	  lesson	  sharing.	  
 
 

	  
 

One or two day registration rates available. 
 
 

	  

FOR	  CONFERENCE	  INFORMATION	  VISIT	  OAGEE.ORG	  
	  

GENERAL	  INQUIRIES	  –	  Cory	  McKercher	  -‐	  CONFERENCE	  CHAIR	  -‐	  cmckercher@tcs.on.ca	  
	  
	  

	    
Friday Nov.11 

& 
 Saturday Nov.12 
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To enhance GeoTo enhance GeoTo enhance Geo---visual and Geovisual and Geovisual and Geo---spatial skills and pedagogies in Geography,   spatial skills and pedagogies in Geography,   spatial skills and pedagogies in Geography,   
Science,  Environmental Studies and other Humanities courses.Science,  Environmental Studies and other Humanities courses.Science,  Environmental Studies and other Humanities courses.   

Spatial  Technologies
Summer Institute for Educators 

Cost: $450.00 

Includes selected Ministry-licensed 

software and 4 full days of instruction

A Professional Learning opportunity offered with support 
from the Ontario Association for Geographic and Environ-
mental Education (OAGEE), Ryerson University  School of 
Geography, Esri Canada and the Toronto District School  
Board. 

For grade 6-12 teachers of Geography and other subjects, 
who use or would like to use Spatial technologies in their 
teaching. Both beginner and advanced users are welcome. 

This is an intensive 4-day course that includes : 

 Workshops in GIS (both desktop and Web based), data 
management and cartographic presentation. Software 
used includes, ArcGIS, ArcGIS Online, Google My Map

 Connecting GIS and the revised-curriculum

 Field work and data collection using geographic posi-
tioning systems (GPS)

 Group collaboration and sharing of projects

 Presentations from teachers and students 

Where:  Ryerson University, School of Geography, Downtown Toronto 

When:   July 5th-8th, 2016 

Please obtain a registration from 

 http://oagee.org/conferences/summer-institute  
Contact: Ewan Geddes at ewan.geddes@tdsb.on.ca  or (416) 576-4515 
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Spatial  Technologies  Summer 
Institute for Educators 

Please email registration form to book a spot  
Mail Cheque to c/o Ewan Geddes 

1 Civic Center Court,  
Etobicoke On  M9C 2B3 

Cost: $450.oo selected 

Ministry–licensed Software 

and 4 full days of instruction

Where :  Ryerson University, School of Geography, 

When :      

Downtown Toronto  

July 5th–8th, 2016 

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing address:____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone (daytime) :____________________  

(evening) and summer :__________________________  

Email:__________________________________________________ 

School Board:__________________________________________________ 

School:_________________________________________________ 

Have you taken any workshops/courses on GIS?

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________ 

    If yes, please specify:____________________________________________________________ 

Have you used GIS in your teaching?________________________________ 

 If yes, please indicate the Grade, Course, Extent (specify a lesson, a module, a course):
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Have you taken the GIS Summer Institute before?

Cheque (address to OAGEE Spatial Technologies Summer Institute) 
___$100 deposit    (by June 15th, 2016)               ___full amount of $450.00  

Registration Form - 2016 
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GeoGeek thought(s): There must be a time in all teach-
ers’       careers when they fear the unknown that comes with 
unfamiliar material. Fear is the only way I can describe the 
feelings associated with making change in content taught 
and strategies used. Most people would believe this is a 
sensation only new teachers experience, but I beg to differ. 
I think fear is what experienced teachers are more likely to 
feel, as they are forced to decide whether they should con-
tinue teaching material that is dated or risk trying something 
new and teaching something unfamiliar. In my Grade 12 
Environment and Resource Management course I find this 
happens every semester. The nature of the course is that 
there is always current global events that are meaningful 
and relevant. The content can easily be incorporated as 
long as I have done the preliminary research, but I still fear 
the change. This brings me to the topic of this column, my 
most recent challenge that I reluctantly tackled. 

Many people can identify with the smell of freshly mown 
grass. The smell may even evoke past memories. Few how-
ever, can recall similar memories related to the smell of soil. 
I faced my fear this semester and delved more deeply into 
teaching the importance of soil. By doing so I truly began 
to appreciate the meaning of the memories I have that are 
evoked from the scent of soil. It is not just the nostalgia of 
working with my father on the sod farm, riding the har-
vester while he stacked sod or pulling weeds in the family 
vegetable garden that make soil so important to me. What I 
have learned from overcoming my fear is that to understand 
sustainable food systems you must first learn about Earth’s 
living soil layer. 

World Soil Day is December 5th. Canada is typically frozen 
this time of year. This makes it difficult for us to celebrate 
the importance of the connection between biology and 
geology through our soils. Many people believe that the 
natural resource we extract from our environment for our 
food sources is in the form of crops. This is misleading. It 
is healthy living soils that allow for food to flourish and 
thrive. If mismanaged, fertile soils can quickly turn to desert, 
rendering it unable to support crops. It is the neglect and 
misunderstandings of soil culture that has lead to consecutive 
crop failure and ultimately collapses of various civilizations 
globally (check out Dirt: The Erosion of Civilizations by 
David R. Montgomery for a good read on this topic). 

In many of the Geography courses offered in Ontario 
schools there are curriculum connections to sustainably 
managing food resources. The topic of soil should take 
center stage in these lessons as 95% of the foods we rely 

on come from soil1 and 70% of freshwater use globally is 
in agriculture2. I feel it is our responsibility as Geography 
educators to emphasize the importance of soil stewardship. 
Teaching this material is an excellent opportunity to pres-
ent a variety of career options for students who may like 
to explore the outdoors and dig in the dirt. For example: 
agroecology, agronomist, microbial ecologist, environmental 
toxicologist, horticulturist, viticulturist, biodynamic farmer, 
rancher and chef are some of the many professions in the 
field of soil health and preservation presented in the film 
Symphony of the Soil (2012). I used this film as a source 
of current research and practices in soil health. The film is 
easily broken into different segments that can be shown at 
varying intervals throughout a unit. I feel it was because 
of this film that I felt more confident in tackling the topic. 

It is easy to become compliant and stagnant in this pro-
fession. Get a few years under your belt teaching the same 
course and you can sail through years of the same material. 
Sure you can verbally incorporate current events into the 
everyday discussion, but there is no immediate need to 
change handouts and course material. Life outside of school 
is busy after all, so it is simpler to stick to what is correct 
and easy. Choosing to evolve my Geography courses each 
semester is not easy, but necessary to keep my interest in 
what I teach. Who would have thought the sweet smell 
of soil I savoured as a child would come to serve as one of 
the topics I would work to conquer in my teaching career? 
My garden, my students and I are all better for it. Here’s to 
continued learning in our favourite subject, Geography! 

 
1 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. 
Healthy Soils Are the Basis for Healthy Food Production. 
Rome, Italy: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations, 2015. Print.
2 Clay, J. (2004) World Agriculture and the Environment: 
A Commodity-by-Commodity Guide to Impacts and Prac-
tices Island Press

GeoGeek Talks - thoughts from an aspiring Geographer

Torie Abbotts, Geography Teacher, York Region District School Board

The Sweet Smell of Soil and Facing Your Fears
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Engaging our students in meaningful explorations of 
core environmental issues is often a key passion for many 
teachers of geography. How might we frame the curricular 
expectations in the new intermediate geography curriculum 
in a way where students can think deeply about relevant 
geographic issues and disciplinary concerns in a way that 
supports the development of active citizenship?

The Critical Thinking Consortium (TC2) has developed 
a new series of resources called “Inquiry-Pacs” that sustain 
inquiry while scaffolding the intellectual tools for quality 
thinking. In early 2016, an Inquiry-Pac for the Grade 7 
Geography unit on Physical Geography in a Changing 
World was released. What is unique about this resource is 
its orientation towards the “five principles of the thinking 
classroom” outlined in the book Creating Thinking Class-
rooms by Roland Case and Garfield Gini-Newman published 
in the spring of last year: 1) engaged students; 2) continu-
ous inquiry; 3) assessment-rich learning; 4) self-regulated 
learners; and 5) digitally-enhanced learning.

In particular, the Grade 7 Inquiry-Pac focuses on sustain-
ing student inquiry by using a cascading challenge approach. 
In other words, the key learning expectations for the unit 
‘cascade’ from a central challenge. In this particular unit 
resource design, that challenge is to “create a compelling 
‘message to the world’ ” that communicates powerful ideas 
and inspiring examples that will help us to respond sustain-
ably to our changing Earth.

Students engage in two different lines of inquiry: one that 
asks, What can we learn from effective responses to the natu-
ral environment?, while the second has students consider, 
Which sustainable responses inspire us to take action?” 
The thinking students do throughout the unit allows them 
to consider their challenge on an ongoing, iterative basis. 
Throughout the inquiry process, students gather informa-
tion, deepen their understanding, revisit initial ideas and 
share their evolving thinking through conversations, class 
discussions, lesson responses and reflections in their personal 
Thoughtbooks. This supports a more robust understanding 
of core geographic concepts within an authentic context.

The resource includes all teaching and learning materi-
als including presentation slides for each lesson, teaching 
notes, briefing sheets, activity and instruction sheets, digital 
resources, and additional images and documents for stu-
dents. The resource can be used flexibly so that teachers 
may choose to use the resource in a number of different 
ways: they may use the entire resource as it is presented; 
they may tweak and revise lessons to meet the particular 

How Should We Respond to Our Changing 
Earth?: A Resource Supporting Authentic
Geographic Inquiry
Maria Vamvalis, Facilitator and Writer, The Critical Thinking Consortium, www.tc2.ca

needs of their students and classroom contexts; they may 
choose to use the cascading challenge inquiry framework 
with their own content; or they might want to use their 
own framework with the rich geographic content provided.

Each lesson scaffolds the development of the critical, cre-
ative and collaborative thinking tools that students require 
to engage in the overarching challenge and provides clear 
assessment and evaluation “look fors” related to quality 
geographic thinking in the inquiry overview. Having con-
tributed to the writing of this unit, as well as having used 
this resource within my own classroom, I can attest to the 
engagement and depth of thinking the tasks and challenges 
have inspired in my students. It can be awe-inspiring to see 
their capacities for thoughtful engagement with important 
environmental issues grow and develop in unexpected and 
meaningful ways.

The emphasis throughout the unit is in supporting stu-
dents in the development of their ability to think critically 
and deeply about geographic issues and concepts, and make 
reasoned judgments by using the intellectual tools needed 
for quality thinking: background knowledge, criteria for 
judgment, critical thinking vocabulary, thinking strategies 
and habits of mind.

Included on the following pages:

 • the unit synopsis

 • the inquiry overview that outlines the key learning 
expectations for the entire unit

 • a sample set of instruction sheets on geographic 
evidence

 • a picture from a student’s Thoughtbook as they engage 
in the inquiry

The synopsis, launch and first lesson can be downloaded 
for free on the TC2 website. A one-year license to access 
the entire unit (which includes the launch, all 17 lessons, 
supporting resources, documents, notes and slides, and unit 
finale) is approximately $200, with a discount offered to 
partner organizations. Some boards have purchased licenses 
for their teachers, so you can also check with your board to 
see if this option is available to you. This is a reasonable cost 
when you consider the wealth of rich resources and carefully 
considered instructional supports that are made available 
for use in the classroom. The annual license can be renewed 
for around $20 each year. The resource can be found at: 

https://tc2.ca/inquirypacs/ontario/geography_7a/
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Picture of Student’s Thoughtbook
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‘Offshore Interactive’ Student Activity
Adapted by Mike Farley, University of Toronto Schools, from the Offshore Study Guide created by Claudia Sicondolfo, 
York University

Introduction

“Offshore is an innovative interactive web documentary 
(www.offshore-interactive.com) that explores the next 
chapter of oil exploration, taking viewers hundreds of miles 
offshore, and thousands of feet below the ocean floor where 
the hazards are immense, but the profits are bigger, and 
where the consequences of something going wrong are cata-
strophic. Using a virtual offshore rig...as the central inter-
face, viewers are invited on a first person journey through a 
nightmarish abandoned rig, damaged and deserted save for 
a series of ‘hotspots’ - transition points - which propel par-
ticipants into the full screen world of oil, technology, money 
and environmental disasters. Beginning with stories from 
the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, Offshore creates a deeply 
immersive experience that subtly raises questions about the 
consequences of our continued dependence on oil”. 

— from the Offshore Study Guide - http://goo.gl/9BYkTt) 

Pre-Game
1. Read the “BP Horizon Spill Fact Sheet” (Appendix B) from the Offshore Interactive Study Guide (http://goo.

gl/9BYkTt - pp.18-19). Please remember that many of the “facts” presented in this sheet “remain debated by various 
environmental, economical, political, and oil industry groups”.  

2. View the Offshore trailer (https://vimeo.com/45920075) and a commercial from the oil company BP about the Deep-
water Horizon spill cleanup efforts (https://goo.gl/jANcgt). What differences do you notice about the two messages?    

3. Familiarize yourself with some of the keywords found in the Offshore “Glossary of Terms” (pp.11-14)

During the Game

Start exploring Offshore Interactive (www.offshore-interactive.com).  As you work through the various sections, complete the 
questions below. You can click on the icon entitled “MAP” anytime you are exploring the architecture to reorient yourself.   

Helicopter (see file folder on the seat)

1. In what body of water is the Spartan 208 located? What happened to the Spartan 208? What is your role?  
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Flight Deck (Landing Pad)

2. In the chapter “Hurricane Alley,” there is a connection made between global warming and our dependency on increas-
ing oil production. Why do you think this connection between industry and climate was made? How are these two 
conditions interrelated?

Lower Platform

3. On the Lower Platform of the Rig, we meet Mr. Floyd. What does Mr. Floyd tell us about his history with the oil 
industry in America? Why do you think his story was included in this documentary? 

Boat Deck

4. Describe some of the effects of the BP Deepwater Horizon spill on the fish population.   

Terminus

5. In the chapter “The Well From Hell: Golden Rules of Safety,” lawyer Tony Buzbee gives us his interpretation of the 
corporate BP culture. He states “Most of the people at BP are bonused not on safety, but on production... There’s a 
deep embedded disregard for safety in that company.” Based on what you saw in the documentary, do you agree or 
disagree with Mr. Buzbee? Why or why not?

6. In the chapters “The Well From Hell: A Simple Case” and “The Well From Hell: Justice,” lawyer Tony Buzbee discusses 
the legal ruling following BP’s court case. Do you think the resulting settlement serves “Justice”?
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7. Click through the “Survivors” file folder in the Terminus. Why is it important to include the names and photographs 
of some of these survivors in this way? Why do you think only some of the information from their incident reports 
is available to you?

Control Room

8. In the Control Room, we meet author and researcher Michael Klare. Mr. Klare states assertively in the chapter “Extreme 
Oil: Disappearing Fields,” that “75% of the oil in the [easy oil] fields will disappear over the next 25 years.” Where 
does that leave us in our future? Think about how this situation will influence: our global economies; our everyday 
habits; and the offshore oil industry.

9. In the Control Room, we can go through a file folder called “Rig Data.” What do you learn about certain oil rigs 
when you look through this content?

 
Theatre

10. Open the Red Diary in the Theatre. Do you think this is a real or fictional journal? Does it matter?

Submersible Hangar

11. Watch the “Rig Requiem” in the Submersible Hanger, in the chapter “On The Water.” What is a requiem? Why was 
it used in this way in this documentary? 
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Chem Storage

12. What are some of the human health effects reported in the area after the spill? 

13. What effect has the spill had on the killifish population?

Engine Room

14. What motivated people like Mr. Jack to work in the harsh conditions of the oil rigs? 

Post-Game Extension Activity

Complete the “Appendix E - Oil Leaks” organizer from the Study Guide (p.22 - http://goo.gl/9BYkTt). Choose one of 
the case studies (Brazil, Ghana, Alaska) from the Global link at the bottom of the screen and compare it to one of the 
Canadian case studies listed: 

 • Canadian Tar Sands

 • Proposed Nova Scotia Petrofac deepwater offshore rig

 • Newfoundland and Labrador: North Amethyst Field

 • Newfoundland and Labrador: South White Rose Field
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The course outline priorities template is a tool to support teachers in creating course outlines and summative evaluations 
that incorporates Growing Success and the revised curriculum documents. 

1. Course Code:    Course Prerequisite/s:  

2. Course Description

 Make some reference to transferrable skills that are developed by taking this course, and possible references to career 
direction.

3. An appropriate statement from the Board dealing with their Equity policy.

 (a) The curriculum of our schools accurately reflects and uses the variety of knowledge of all peoples as the basis for 
instruction; that it actively provides opportunities for all students to understand the factors that cause inequity in 
society and to understand the similarities, differences and the connections between different forms of discrimina-
tion; and that it helps students to acquire the skills and knowledge that enable them to challenge unjust practices, 
and to build positive human relationships among their fellow students, and among all members of the society.

 (b) All our students are provided with equitable opportunities to be successful in our system; that institutional bar-
riers to such success are identified and removed; and that all learners are provided with supports and rewards to 
develop their abilities and achieve their aspirations.

Course Evaluation
Student evaluation consists of three components.

Learning Skills and  
Work Habits

Coursework 
(Assessment of Learning)

Final Evaluations 
(Assessment of Learning)

Students are evaluated on six 
learning skills and work habits.

They are:

 • Responsibility

 • Organization

 • Independent Work

 • Collaboration

 • Initiative

 • Self-Regulation

These six attributes are evaluated 
on a scale of Excellent (E), Good 
(G), Satisfactory (S), and Needs 
Improvement (N) and reported 
on the report card. They are NOT 
included in the course mark.

70% of Final Mark

Student performance standards for 
knowledge and skills are described in 
the curriculum Achievement Chart. 
The curriculum is assessed in four 
achievement chart categories in a 
balanced approach.

Knowledge & Understanding 25%

Thinking 25%

Communication 25%

Application 25%

(25% was used to show balance)

Evaluation of these four categories 
generates the term mark.

The term mark accounts for 70% of 
the final mark. See the Achievement 
Chart for Canadian and World 
Studies (2013) for more details.

30% of Final Mark

 • first evaluation

 • second evaluation 

Final evaluations are assessed in the same 
four categories with the same weighting.

Knowledge & Understanding 25% 

Thinking 25%

Communication 25%

Application 25%

4. Clear Summative Assessment Tables with a statement on the breakdown for each of the four categories. Keep in mind 
that “Teachers will ensure that student learning is assessed and evaluated in a balanced manner with respect 
to the four categories…” Growing Success, pg. 17. Weighting must be consistent in both the 70% and 30%.

Course Outline Priorities
Social World Studies & Humanities, Toronto District School Board
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Summative Evaluation Plan for  (Course Code)

30% Summative Evaluations

Task(s) addressing or incorporating Achievement Chart 
Focus

Weighting 
%

OEs Inquiry Skills from 
Strand A …

Thinking Skills from 
Strand A ….

All categories

70% Term Work

Unit/Strand Title:
 

Task(s) [incorporating OEs and Strand A’s inquiry 
skills and discipline thinking skills]

Achievement Chart 
Focus

Weighting of 
70%

Due 
Date

All categories

All categories

  

Unit/Strand Title:
 

Task(s) [incorporating OEs and Strand A’s inquiry 
skills and discipline thinking skills]

Achievement Chart 
Focus

Weighting of 
70%

Due 
Date

All categories

All categories
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70% Term Work (cont’d)

Unit/Strand Title:
 

Task(s) [incorporating OEs and Strand A’s inquiry 
skills and discipline thinking skills]

Achievement Chart 
Focus

Weighting of 
70%

Due 
Date

All categories

All categories

  

Unit/Strand Title:
 

Task(s) [incorporating OEs and Strand A’s inquiry 
skills and discipline thinking skills]

Achievement Chart 
Focus

Weighting of 
70%

Due 
Date

All categories

All categories

 

Assessment for/as learning for
  (Unit/Strand….)

• Note that Strand A is not evaluated as an independent Strand but the key elements of Strand A 
(Inquiry Skills and Discipline Based Thinking Concepts) are incorporated and developed in each 
of the content strands.

• Individual tasks should connect closely to what will be evaluated in that strand and appropriate cat-
egory/ies of the Achievement Chart be identified to reflect that all categories are being developed 
throughout a strand.
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Task/Topic

Students’ Learning 
Goal based on Expec-

tations

We are learning to…

Inquiry Skills 
Addressed

Discipline Based 
Thinking Skills 

Addressed

A/C Focus 
K/U,T,C, A

Assessor 
(P/S/T)

5. Clear statement of where and how learning skills are developed and how they are assessed.

6. References to key policy documents (e.g. Growing Success, Revised Canadian and World Studies Grades 11 and 12 
2015)

7. A policy statement on late or missing assignments must be in line with Growing Success that highlights students’ 
responsibility ‘for providing evidence of their achievement of the overall expectations within the time frame speci-
fied by the teacher and in a form approved by the teacher.’ (see statement on professional judgement and potential 
strategies on Page 45)
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What Antarctica Tells Us – A Snapshot of its 
Geography, Environment, and Human Story
Carol Devine, Global and Earth health activist, co-author of The Antarctic Book of Cooking and Cleaning, member of the 
Society of Women Geographers

Antarctica is so far away but 
it’s also near in its relevance to 
us humans in the biosphere. 
Did you know Antarctica had 
trees, Antarctica is dry, Antarc-
tica has 10,000 highly adapted 
species? The first human re-
portedly sighted Antarctica 
in 1821 (Russian navigator 
and cartographer Fabien von 
Bellingshausen), and the first 
human reached the south pole 
(Norwegian Roald Amundsen 
and team) in December, 1911. 
The first woman to set foot in 
Antarctica was in 1935 (Nor-
wegian Caroline Mikkelsen). 
The health of Antarctica’s 
ecosystems also means our 
health. Antarctica is considered 
the world’s refrigerator and it 
plays a crucial role influencing 
the world’s climate. This ‘cold 
continent’ reflects back about 
80% of the sun’s radiation 
thus helping regulate Earth’s 
temperatures. 

Only a microscopic fraction 
of Earth’s human population 
will ever visit this continent. Yet 
the story of our human history 
and the story of Earth’s climate 
is in Antarctica’s ancient ice 
cores. And in Antarctica’s short 
human history, it also is a crystal clear mirror telling us 
that how we interact with the land and with one another 
and how that matters. Antarctica is a laboratory to study 
world ecosystems but also ourselves: how we imagined in 
ancient times (well, Aristotle and Ptolemy), how we sought, 
navigated, and sighted it in the time of James Cook and 
other mariners, how circumnavigators, sealers, and whalers 
exploited it for money, and how we first studied it to under-
stand magnetism, astronomy, biology, geology, climatology, 
and countless other scientific quests. Then, remarkably as 
an international community we witnessed its uniqueness as 
‘the refrigerator of the world’, and in 1959 decided instead 
of exploiting or dominating it, to preserve it, for now.

I had the fortune to go twice to Antarctica. I was leading 
a non-governmental organization dedicated to citizen en-

vironmental and community action. We worked with the 
Polish Academy of Science to help with a small pilot clean- 
up at Henryk Arctowski station in 1995 to support their 
environmental efforts and a second humble three-month 
clean-up at Bellingshausen Station with the Russian Antarctic 
Expedition. With some 100 volunteers in total, including 
a retired Geography teacher, business people, a Hollywood 
extra, scientists, an amateur cartoonist, a U.S. senator, and 
a high school student, we literally picked up garbage from 
paint chips to abandoned fuel pipes. We cleaned a tiny tip of 
the iceberg of garbage in Antarctica but I’d argue most, if not 
all of us, also became life-long ambassadors sharing not only 
Antarctica’s extraordinary beauty but also its significance. 

Antarctic for me is a fascinating place to explore physical, 
cultural and political Geography. I am committed to both 
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learning and sharing stories about the Earth, Science and 
Social Science and am excited about the work of geographers, 
Geography teachers and students today. 

So what is Antarctica: it’s the land of superlatives, highest, 
driest, windiest, coldest region on Earth. This southernmost 
continent is large: it is 4 million square kilometres large and 
approximately half the size of Canada. Antarctic holds 70 
per cent of the world’s fresh water and 90 per cent of the 
world’s ice. Its waters regulate climate and has impacts on 
Earth’s climate and ocean systems. 

Let’s zoom in a little closer: 

High:  It’s mountainous, with an average elevation 
of 2,300 metres. My favourite mountains are a 
group of mountains named after Queen Fabiola 
of Belgium, discovered by the Belgian Antarctic 
Expedition in 1960. They are 48km long with 7 
massifs. The Japanese Antarctic Research Expedi-
tion also visited the mountains that year and in 
2000 discovered a huge meteorite which they 
determined to be the second largest meteorite 
from Mars found on Earth. 

Dry:  Perhaps less known is that many parts of Antarctica 
have not seen precipitation – rain or snow of any 
kind in millions of years. The McMurdo Dry Val-
leys while an ice-free anomaly on the continent, 
have a delicate ecosystem and unique geological 
formations and processes. Once considered a 
continent of ice only, relatively recently scientists 
discovered how alive Antarctica’s environment is. 
British explorer Sir Robert Falcon Scott once called 
them the ‘valley of death’ but was wrong. Their 
lakes are filled with organisms in the ice and un-
der the ice cover – these are called extremophiles 
(organisms thriving in extreme environments). 
The valley’s ice caps receive less than 100 mm of 
precipitation per year. Precipitation that falls at 
the South and North poles stay there for eons. 

Windy:  The poles are extremely windy. The Antarctic has 
some of the windiest places in the world, with 
wind speed averaging 70 kilometres per hour with 
gusts up to 300 kilometres per hour.

  “The wind was blowing at eighty miles per hour, 
making it tedious work groping about and hal-
looing in the drift. The sea was close at hand 
and we realized that, as the wind was directly 
off shore, a man without crampons was in a 
dangerous situation.” 

  -- Sir Douglas Mawson, Home of the Blizzard: Being 
the story of the Australasian Antarctic Expedition 
1911-1914

Cold: The Antarctic ice sheet dominates the continent 
and is the largest single ice sheet on earth. In July 
1983 the coldest temperature on earth was recorded 
at the then Soviet Vostok Station in Antarctica 
-89.2ºC. 

  Well the continent is over 90 per cent glaciated. 
Scientists have been concerned about shrinking 
glaciers everywhere they exist in the world and 
the related risk of sea rise. Of late NASA tells us 
that “an increase in Antarctic snow accumula-
tion that began 10,000 years ago is currently 
adding enough ice to the continent to outweigh 
the increased losses from its thinning glaciers.” 
This doesn’t mean climate change is not happen-
ing though and NASA is doing more studies. Lead 
researcher Jay Zwally of NASA’s Goddard Space 
Flight Center said this satellite data “does not 
contradict the troubling trends seen in western 
Antarctica, where glaciers have been speeding 
up what may be an irreversible slide into the 
Southern Ocean. This slide could even occur in 
our lifetime.”

  Antarctica’s ice cores, some 800,000-year-old cyl-
inders of ice drilled out of an ice sheet or glacier, 
tell us about past temperatures and past concentra-
tions of gases including evidence of human fossil 
fuel use. 

Living Creatures in Antarctica including Humans

After working in Antarctica, I immediately started do-
ing humanitarian work, with Médecins Sans Frontières. In 
hindsight, a defining moment for me connecting global 
and Earth health was standing on an Antarctic ‘beach’ on 
King George Island. It was a sunny morning and I was on a 
rare, ice-free part of the Antarctic peninsula with individuals 
from research stations representing five countries. All these 
people: Brazilian glaciologists, a Russian medical doctor and 
meteorologist and a Chilean base commander were there, all 
committed to further understanding Antarctica in the spirit 
of the Antarctic Treaty dedicating the continent to peace 
and science and committing to collaboration. 

At the time, I felt both the relevance and irrelevance of 
our nationality and country of origin. Yes, we came from 
certain nations but there in Antarctica, we depended on each 
other and were unified, recognizing our common humanity 
and the common relevance of this previously people-free 
continent. We were there as Antarctica’s guests, and we had 
to tread lightly and carefully. Climate justice is human rights 
and justice and the two are inseparable. Nature cannot speak 
but it tells us things. 

Like the Ross Sea, the only ocean in the world today that 
behaves as an ocean should, is increasingly threatened by 
invasive species, pollution, and commercial fishing: scientists 
today are studying how healthy marine ecosystems function 
and witness how they must be protected.

Like the fern fossils (Dicroidium) in the dry valleys that 
support the Gondwana supercontinent theory that some 
200 million years ago Antarctica, Australia, Africa, South 
America, India, and New Zealand were one: eventually the 
continents separated and fully detached about 40 million 
years ago. Antarctica became a separate continent at the 
bottom of our globe. At that time, it was cooling.
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Like the Antarctic krill that power the Antarctic ecosys-

tem and food chain, studies, such as one by Molly Jia from 
the Antarctic Climate and Ecosystems CRC (ACE CRC), 
into krill’s winter diet, may predict climate change threats 
to this tiny but important creature to the Antarctic food 
chain. Penguins and whales rely on krill (watch Molly’s stop 
animation A krill called Henrietta in her presentation on 
“Why a marine biologist cares about ice” http://www.scar.
org/communicating/videos) 

Antarctica reminded me to look around and to see things 
through other’s eyes, to look for patterns and something 
new, even if it’s right there in front of me. 

Jane Goodall, from an airplane, had a radical change in 
perspective. She was an incredible observer and scientist, 
making the massive discovery in 1960 that chimpanzees make 
and use tools but also that animals experience emotions of 
joy and sorrow. She was in Gombe Stream National Park in 
Tanzania, where chimpanzees are under threat. Flying over 
Gombe and looking at the park from a new perspective, she 
had a paradigm shift. People lived near the chimpanzees, 
they were poor and were sharing the same land and nature 
with the chimpanzees. People were deforesting the land 
for firewood. Chimps and humans needed the land and 
one should not have priority over the other. For me, it was 
clear that while there is a very tiny human population on 
Antarctica, we humans and its unique wildlife population 
are interrelated and interdependent. 

Antarctic work is related to my humanitarian work. In 
Antarctica, I was reminded that the extreme land could 
provide the worst case scenario for explorers and scientist 
of being trapped in the ice and running out of food (Ernest 
Shackleton, Robert Falcon Scott and Douglas Mawson ex-
peditions at the beginning of the century, for example). 
If the weather and extremes didn’t kill the early explorers 
and scientists, hunger might. People relied on each other 
and the most vulnerable required care. As well, we also saw 
that Antarctic wildlife, such as whales and seals hunted to 
near extinction in past centuries, had to be protected. It’s a 
metaphor: in all circumstances, and especially in extreme 
circumstances or crises, we depend on one another so we 
need to manage and share resources. 

When Shackleton’s group was stranded and dying on El-
ephant Island not far from King George Island, where we did 
our humble civilian cleanup expedition, a group from the 
marooned expedition party took a small boat across perilous 
waters to seek rescue on South Georgia Island. The ultimate 
rescue was an international collaboration. The captain of a 
Chilean trawler, the Yelcho, risked himself and his crew to 
provide succor to the 22 human souls stuck on Elephant 
Island. All survived. I love this example because it’s one of 
strangers reaching out to others because they decided saving 
the lives of fellow human beings in need was worthwhile. 

In the largest migration of human history happening 
today, related to brutal conflict and inequity of people 
globally, we are reminded of our reliance on one another 
and on sustainable resources. I can’t help but think of the 
issue of refugees taking perilous and lethal routes by sea to 

escape conflict, and the few who are reaching out to help 
(and those bystanders including governments who are 
not). We got things both wrong and right in Antarctica and 
have this same opportunity, now and in the future, there 
and elsewhere, to transcend lessons from Antarctic history: 
respect one another, share, collaborate, respect science and 
clean up after ourselves. 

The land, the sciences and our history has a lot to tell 
and to inspire us. 

“Yet as those noble peaks faded away in the mist, I could 
scarce repress feelings of sadness to leave perhaps forever 
the land that has rained on us its bounty and been our 
salvation.”  – Australian photographer and expedition mem-
ber Frank Hurley on his rescue from Elephant Island, 1914.

Carol is a global and earth health activist, co-author of The 
Antarctic Book of Cooking and Cleaning, member of the 
Society of Women Geographers. Carol presented as an Ant-
arctic humanities professional at the Scientific Committee 
of Antarctic Research (SCAR) meetings in New Zealand in 
2014 and in Colorado 2015.

www.caroldevine.org

www.theantarcticbookofcookingandcleaning.org
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BOOK REVIEW
Pacific: Silicon Chips and Surfboards, Coral Reefs and 
Atom Bombs, Brutal Dictators, Fading Empires and the 
Coming Collision of the World’s Superpowers

Simon Winchester

HarperCollins. 2015 

ISBN 978-0062315410, 444pp, Hardback, $C 21.35

I have long been a fan of Simon 
Winchester’s books. I certainly have 
not read all 23 non-fiction books 
in his current list of publications, 
however I have read a good number! 
Winchester has a wide range of jour-
nalistic experience around the world 
as well as a solid background in geol-
ogy. Some previous books which I 
think I enjoyed and would interest 
other geographers include:The Map 
that Changed the World, Krakatoa, 
A Crack in the Edge of the World 
and Atlantic. Winchester’s new 
book Pacific is also, in my opinion, a 
winner. Let me tell you a bit about it.

One might ponder the challenge 
of how an author could, with any 
depth (so to speak!), effectively 
tackle anything as massive as the 
Pacific Ocean in a manner that is 
more than superficial. I wondered 
that as well. Wisely, Winchester 
tackled this massive undertaking 
in a logical and engaging manner. 
First of all he set his parameters by 
focusing on events relating to the Pacific since 1950. Natu-
rally there are references linking back to previous events 
and eras where necessary. In addition, rather that trying to 
spread things too thin and become superficial, Winchester 
focusses on selected topics/themes, all of which link is some 
way to the Pacific region but have global interest/impact. 
One of his great talents is that of a “story teller” in that he 
manages to bring to life events, which might otherwise be 
perceived as rather ordinary. Just reading the sub-title of 
the book (Silicon Chips and Surfboards, Coral Reefs and 
Atom Bombs, Brutal Dictators, Fading Empires and the 
Coming Collision of the World’s Superpowers) gives you 
some clue of the eclectic themes explored in this book. 
There are ten chapters plus a prologue and epilogue. There 
are excellent maps and photos to complement the stories 
in each chapter. The chapter titles will give you some idea 
what to expect: (the part in brackets highlights some of the 
topics within the chapter)?

Chapter #1 - The Great Thermo-
nuclear Sea (all about the nuclear 
testing programs conducted by several 
countries and the impact of these tests 
on the people of the region)

Chapter #2 - Mr. Ibuk’s Radio Revo-
lution (the story of postwar Japan and 
the rise of the electronics industry 
esp. SONY)

Chapter #3 - The Ecstasies of Wave 
Riding (the development of the cul-
ture of surf boarding across the Pacific)

Chapter #4 - A Dire and Dangerous 
Irritation ( the story of the evolution 
of the rogue state of North Korea and 
particularly the Pueblo incident)

Chapter #5 - Farewell, All My Friends 
and foes (decline of European empires 
in the Pacific with particular reference 
to Hong Kong)

Chapter #6 - Echoes of Distant 
Thunder (story of major cyclones/
typhoons in the Pacific as well as an 
understanding of emerging climate 
change as evidenced by the well 

explained El Niño phenomenon)

Chapter #7  How Goes the Lucky Country? (an insight 
into Australia’s changing politics e.g. the 
former White Australia policy, as well as the 
fascinating story of the Sydney Opera House)

Chapter #8  The Fires in the Deep ( a look at the geology 
of plate tectonics of the Pacific plates and 
exploration of the “deeps”)

Chapter #9 - A Fragile and Uncertain Sea (an examina-
tion of the fragile threatened marine coral of 
the Pacific, surface pollution, as well as the 
remarkable bird life)

Chapter #10 - Of Masters and Commanders (a look at the 
changing/emerging “geo-political spheres of 
influence, in the region particularly between 
the USA and China)
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The Monograph
needs you!

Readers of The Monograph may question why I would 
recommend this book to any Geography educator. Canada 
is a “Pacific” nation and as such Canadians need to be 
aware of and understand emerging issues/patterns/trends 
related to the Pacific and how this impacts our nation. As the 
Grade 9 Geography of Canada course is the one course that 
ALL Ontario high school students experience, it it is vitally 
important that we as Geography educators keep ourselves 
both knowledgeable and current, such that we can help our 
students become aware of and to grasp the significance of 
global patterns which impact on our nation, not only today 
but in the future.

I hope that you will find Pacific an interesting and infor-
mative read. I had a hard time putting it down. I warn you 
now, that if this is the first book by Simon Winchester that 
you read, and you enjoy it, he has many more captivating 
titles waiting for you!!

Here is what the publisher has to say about Pacific on 
the dust jacket.

Simon Winchester tackles this “oceanic behemoth of eye-
watering complexity” by focussing on key moments since 
1950 that speak to the greater trends and larger truths about 
the ocean’s significance to us today.

Winchester leads us from the Bearing Strait to Cape Horn, 
the Yangtze River to the Panama Canal, and to many small 
islands that lie between. He recounts the atomic tests on 
the atoll of Bikini, which created a surreal landscape that 

must still be left vacant for fear of radiation poisoning. He 
takes us to the launch of “Gidget”— her movies, her TV 
show, and, most important, her surfboards, which would 
forever change how the world’s youth views a rising wave. 

Pacific Pacalso tells the story of the little transistor radio 
and how it sparked the digital revolution, from Japan to Sili-
con Valley, altering the ocean’s density. Winchester includes 
tales of alarming discoveries on the Great Barrier Reef and 
grand expeditions to mysterious vents on the ocean’s floor. 
He examines the geopolitical shifts that shaped the ocean’s 
vast land areas, from the rise of North Korea’s rogue state 
to the end of European colonization, and addresses the 
environmental degradation and climate shifts that now 
threaten the majestic body of water.

Along the way, Winchester looks at the political turmoil 
in Australia, the relationship between the Koreas, and recent 
confrontations that engaged China and the United States. 
“The Pacific”, he writes, “is the ocean where, quite liter-
ally, East meets West.... (T)here is challenge in the air, the 
sound of clashing swords and angry words”.

Calling upon Winchester’s many journeys throughout the 
Pacific and its surrounding areas, his formidable historical 
understanding, and his singular talent for storytelling, Pacific 
is a paean to this magnificent sea of beauty and myth that 
has long captured the imagination.

Review by Dickson Mansfield, retired Ontario Geography 
Educator

…or more specifically, it needs your articles, lesson 
plans, ideas, book or media reviews, or websites with 

new, or exciting classroom resources

Send your submission to the Editor and help to ensure The Monograph continues its tradition of sharing 
resources to maintain a strong and important place for Geography in the Ontario curriculum.

If you need help preparing your submission, contact the Editor by email, fax, mail, or phone:

Gary Birchall
Email: gbirch@cogeco.ca

FAX (905) 304-7779



Volume 67, Issue No. 1, 201632

President
Shawn Hughes, KPRDSB
Crestwood Secondary School
(705) 742-9221 (business)
(705) 742-1957 (FAX business)
E-mail: shawn_hughes@kprdsb.ca

Past President
Mark Lowry, TDSB
5391 Wakefield Beach Lane
Sechelt, B.C.  V0N 3A8
(604) 741-8553 (home)
(604) 747-9740 (cell)
E-mail: mark.marklowry@gmail.
com

Recording Secretary
Brenda Scarlett, LDSB
Bayridge Secondary School
(613) 389-8932 (business)
(613) 389-3135 (FAX) business
E-mail: scarlettb@limestone.on.ca

Vice-President
- Geotechnologies
Jonathan Fletcher, DSBN
Port Colborne High School
(905) 835-1186 (business)
E-mail: Jonathan.Fletcher@dsbn.org 

Treasurer
Lew French
219 Howland Avenue
Toronto, Ontario M5R 3B7
(416) 944-1519 (home)
E-mail: l.french@utoronto.ca 

The Monograph
Gary Birchall
36 Secinaro Avenue
Ancaster, Ontario L9G 0C6
(905) 304-6534 (home)
(905) 304-7779 (FAX)
E-mail: gbirch@cogeco.ca

Region #1
Southwestern Ontario
Bob Vandersluis, LKDSB
John McGregor Secondary School 
(519) 354-1740 (business)
Eemail: Bob.Vandersluis@lkdsb.net

Region #2
South-Central
Barb Tanton, TVDSB
North Meadows Public School
(519) 245-7373 (business)
E-mail: b.tanton@tvdsb.on.ca

Region #3
Georgian Bay-Wellington
Joanne Robb, UGDSB
Guelph Collegiate & VI
(519) 824-9800 (business)
E-mail: joanne.robb@ugdsb.on.ca

Region #4
Niagara-Hamilton
Maria Gountzounis, DPCDSB
St. Francis Xavier Sec. School
(905) 507-6666 X73370 (business)
E-mail: maria.gountzounis
 @dpcdsb.org

Jonathan Fletcher, DSBN
Port Colborne High School
(905) 835-1186 (business)
E-mail: Jonathan.Fletcher@dsbn.org

Vice-President - Curriculum
Ivan Ius, WCDSB
St. James Catholic High School
(519) 822-4290 x 245 (business)
(519) 823-8511 (FAX) business
E-mail: iius@wellingtoncdsb.ca

Vice-President - Conferences
Paul Hackl, TDSB
Toronto Urban Studies Centre
(416) 393-0851 (business)
(416) 393-0089 (FAX)
E-mail: Paul.Hackl@tdsb.on.ca

Vice-President - Communications
Ewan Geddes, TDSB
(416) 576-4515 (business)
E-mail: ewan.geddes@tdsb.on.ca

Ontario Geography
Consultants Association
Mary McMulkin
E-mail: marymcmulkin@gmail.

com

Colleges & Universities
Anne Smith
Faculty of Education
Queen’s University
(613) 533-6000 x 77430 (business)
E-mail: smith.anne@queensu.ca

2016 O.A.G.E.E. EXECUTIVE

REGIONAL COUNCILLORS

 
SPECIAL INTEREST COUNCILLORS

Region #5
Halton-Peel
Bethany Gill, PDSB
West Credit Secondary School
(905) 858-3087 (business)
E-mail: bethanymgill@gmail.com

Rosa Caldarelli, DPCDSB
St. Paul Secondary School
(905) 295-3994
E-mail: rosacaldarelli.dpcdsb.org

Region #6
Metropolitan Toronto - 
Public
Ling Wong, TDSB
Riverdale Collegiate Institute
(416) 393-9820 (business)
E-mail: miu.wong@tdsb.on.ca

Mike Farley, UTS
University of Toronto Schools
(416) 978-4433
E-mail: mfarley@utschools.ca

Region #7
York-Durham
John Macdonald, YRDSB
Markham District High School
(905) 294-1886 x337 (business)
Email: john.a.macdonald@yrdsb.ca

Torie Abbotts, YRDSB
Emily Carr Secondary School
(416) 575-4978 (Business)
Email: torie.abbotts@gapps.yrdsb.ca

Region #8
Central Ontario
Dave Scott, TLDSB
Huntsville High School
(705) 789-5594 (business)
E-mail: david.scott@tldsb.on.ca

Region #9
Kingston-Rideau
Brenda Scarlett
Bayridge Secondary School
(613) 389-8932 (business)
(613) 389-3135 (FAX) business
E-mail: scarlettb@limestone.on.ca

Anne Smith
Faculty of Education
Queen’s University
(613) 533-6000 x 77430 (business)
E-mail: smith.anne@queensu.ca

Region #10
Ottawa-Carleton-Renfrew
Joanna Hughes, OCDSB
Longfields-Davidson Heights 
Secondary School
(613) 843-7722 (business)
E-mail: joanna.hughes@ocdsb.ca

Region #11
Northeastern Ontario
Kathleen Cote
Occasional Teacher, Wawa ON
E-mail: kathleen.cote@gmail.com

Ginette Barriault, CSPGNO
École Secondaire Macdonald-Cartier
E-mail: ginette.barriault@cspgno.ca

Region #12
Northwestern Ontario
Randy Wilkie
(807) 475-7390 (business)
E-mail: wilkgfx@tbaytel.net

Region #13
Waterloo-Grand Erie
Chris Charman, WRDSB
Huron Heights Secondary School
(519) 896-2631 (business)
E-mail: chris_charman@wrdsb.

on.ca

Region #14
Metropolitan Toronto - 
Catholic
Linda Gollick, TCDSB
(416) 572-4455 (home)
E-mail: linda@bevast.com

Canadian Geographic 
Education (CG Edu)
Kim Wallace
E-mail: Kim.Wallacej@sym-
patico.ca

Grades K to 8
Jennifer Peltier, DPCDSB
(905) 794-5031 (business)
(647) 993-0583 (cell)
E-mail: jpeltier121@gmail.com

Independent Schools
David Joiner
St. Andrew’s College
(905) 727-3178 (business)
E-mail: david.joiner@sac.on.ca

Cory McKercher
Trinity College School
(905) 885-3217
E-mail: tmckercher@tcs.on.ca
Ministry of Education
Jennifer Farrel-Cordon
E-mail: yoteach98@yahoo.com

Merchandise
Sue Hotte
(905) 932-1646 (home)
E-mail: suehotte@yahoo.ca
Représentante franco-
phone pour l’AEGEO
Claude Brun del Re
E-mail: claudebdr@live.ca

Industry Representation
Jean Tong, Esri
(416) 386-6425 (business)
E-mail: jtong@esricanada.com


