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Welcome back, everyone! I hope you all had a restful and 
rejuvenating summer. As with last year, this summer has 
provided geographic and environmental educators with 
a vast supply of new topics to help ignite student inquiry. 

This has been a warmer-than-average summer, produc-
ing many forest fires across the country and the world. Do 
you remember the movie, Groundhog Day, where things 
happen over and over again? It seems as if we have lived 
through this summer already, with forest fires in B.C. and 
Northern Ontario. Last summer’s record-breaking fires have 
been broken by this year’s fires. As I write this message, the 
province of B.C. has declared a state of emergency just as 
teams in Northern Ontario continue to battle weeks-long 
forest fires.

The extreme weather hitting many parts of Canada has 
also wreaked havoc in many parts of Europe. In London, 
England, temperatures were so hot that some grassy plains 
caught fire. In parts of the Netherlands, temperatures reached 
into the 30s (far above the seasonal average of 23 degrees 
celsius) and long sunny days caused severe drought-like 
conditions - a significant departure from the country’s 
usual weather patterns. In my travels to the Netherlands 
this summer, everyone was quick to blame climate change. 
How might countries and communities prepare for the 
increases in temperature and other outcomes associated 
with decreases in precipitation?

These are the kinds of problems that can engage students 
in their geographic and environmental studies, and the kinds 
questions we are uniquely positioned to help our students 
to understand and - one day - to solve.

For many educators, the change of government in Ontario 
before summer started was a cause for concern. Many teachers 
worried that, with the PC party getting a majority govern-
ment, education would be negatively impacted. Teachers did 
not have to wait long to see some of those impacts. Almost 
immediately, the government stopped the funding for the 
writing of curriculum revisions that would make teaching 
First Nation, Metis, and Inuit (FNMI) perspectives explicit, 
even though teachers and boards across the province had 
already been working to develop these materials to support 
FNMI students.

This education is need to help realign the values and 
perspectives of FNMI peoples and settler students in this 
province, nation and even around the world. Now that the 
government has shown that it believes these revisions are 
not worth funding, it will be imperative that geographic and 
environmental educators across the province work together 
to support each other and build capacity. OAGEE was asked 

to support the previous government in helping to produce 
resources that could be shared throughout the province. 

Though it has lost that explicit government support, 
OAGEE will continue do its best to support boards and 
teachers in the development and distribution of support 
materials wherever possible. We have a long way to go, and 
must keep going - even if the Ontario government isn’t.

On a more inspiring note, Quebec City hosted the com-
bined conference of the Canadian Association of Geographers 
(CAG) and the National Council for Geographic Education 
in August. The CAG/NCGE conference saw faculty educators, 
professors, and doctoral students of Geography and related 
fields, explorers, and other professionals from around the 
world participate in a variety of sessions dealing with how 
to engage, and foster, geographic education.

One common thread was the understanding that Geog-
raphy needs to be more explicit, not only in teaching but 
in life beyond school. It seems simple, but we need people 
to understand that so much of what they learn and use is 
Geography. If we want students to engage in their geographic 
studies, they need to understand the enormous scope of 
geographic studies.

In point of fact, in the September 2018 issue of the Ontario 
College of Teachers magazine, Professionally Speaking, 
an infographic on page 15 lists the top 10 ways to engage 
students as global citizens. Each one of the 10 ways relates 
to the study and practice of Geography and can be found 
in the 2013 and 2015 Ontario curriculum for Geography, 
but the word, Geography, does not appear once. If we want 
to see geographic and environmental education thrive, we 
must be explicit about using the language of our discipline, 
and demand that our professional organizations use it too. 

As we gear up for another school year, we welcome you 
to register for the OAGEE fall conference, The Language 
of Geography, Graphicacy & Geographic Thinking Con-
cepts. The conference will be hosted by Ridley College in 
St. Catharines, Ontario, on November 9 and 10. I’m looking 
forward to seeing you there and wish you all the best for a 
great start to the upcoming school year.


